
Today’s Mass: Third Sunday of Easter (Year A) 
First Reading: the readings from Acts of the Apostles  continue throughout the 50 days of 
Eastertide.  The early Church we hear about in these readings is the first fruit of Christ’s 
resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, on the day of which St Peter preaches 
the homily recorded in today’s reading. 
 

Psalm: this is the Psalm to which St Peter refers in the middle of his homily in the First 
Reading. 
 

Second Reading: St Peter says that newly Baptized Christians must live in the world as 
strangers or transients, now that Jesus – by the shedding of his blood on the cross – has paid the 
ransom to free them from their previous state of sin. 
 

Gospel: although we are in Year A (the Year of Matthew), today’s Gospel is from Luke, and is 
the famous and touching account of two disciples on the road to Emmaus, who only recognised 
Him at the breaking of bread.  This was not a Eucharist, but this is one of the many passages in 
the scriptures from which the Church’s understanding of the Eucharist is derived. 

Fr David 

 
Visiting Priest 
This Sunday we welcome Fr Michael Ezenwammadu, CSSp at the 9:15am and 6:00pm Masses. 
 

9:15am Mass 
This Mass will be led today by the Family Mass Group. 
 

Second Collection 
Today’s Second Collection is for the Maintenance of St George’s Metropolitan Cathedral.  This 
collection helps meet the cost of the upkeep of the mother church of the diocese. 
 

Bank Holiday Monday 
Mass at St Thomas’s is at 12:00 noon.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 11:00am until Mass.  
The Parish Office is closed on Monday; it will be open on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday this 
week, 9:00am – 12:00 noon. 
 

Monday – the memoria of S Joseph the Worker – is a Day of Prayer for God’s Blessing on Human 
Work. 
 

Next Sunday 
is a World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life.  The Second Collection 
will be for Ecclesiastical Education; this fund helps to meet the costs of training students for the 
Sacred Priesthood and the Permanent Diaconate, as well as the ongoing formation of the Clergy. 
 

Easter Offering 
Fr David and Fr Paul thank you for your Easter Offering.  Thanks too to all who helped in any way 
with the Holy Week and Easter ceremonies. 
 

Diocesan Servienti Fideliter Award 
We congratulate Cristobel and Alfred Rodrigues, who amidst much prior secrecy and with their 
family present, each received this award at Mass last Sunday, in recognition of many years of faithful 
service to the parish.  The medals and scrolls were bestowed by Monsignor Matthew Dickens, VG 
representing His Grace the Archbishop.  Some photos of the award can be viewed on the parish 
website. 
 

DBS checks 
These are the checks required by law before anyone may carry out a ‘regulated activity’ (such as 
being a children’s catechist or conducting a Children’s Liturgy of the Word).  Since Isabelle Parsons 
was appointed the Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator over 30 parishioners have received their DBS 
checks, and more are in the pipeline.  We are very grateful to Isabelle for undertaking this important 
ministry. 
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NEWSLETTER 

PARISH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Herbert Salt, Mary Lewis, 
Ludwick Pilorz, Doreen 
Barber, Tony Glenister, 
Brigid Forrest, Violet Madi, 
Bertha Lett, Frankie  
Grochala, Marjorie Castelli, 
Hugh Doherty, Fr John  
Hagreen, Doris Frost,  
William Smith, Franciszrer 
Galuszka,  Ronald Minto, 
Mary Taylor, William  
Colburn, Master Edmund 
Palmer 

Please remember the 
sick who have been 
commended to our 
prayers 
Thomas Healy, Maureen 
Way, Hazel Pilorz,  
Rosemary Remnant, Ana 
Pilar Santos 

BAPTISM 
 

Welcome to: 
 

Rina Lucerne 
WYSS 

 

who was baptized on 
Saturday at St Thomas’s  

WEDDING 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Paul Shimmons 
& 

Fiona Gunasekara 
 

who were married on 
Saturday at St Thomas’s. 



FOR YOUR DIARY: 
YOUNG DISCIPLES: Two groups of informal catechesis for school years 4-6 and 7-9, Sundays after 9.15am 
Mass in the TV Room upstairs (starting with refreshments). Term time only.  New members always very welcome.  
Contact: Enia Adeleye at youngdisciples@sevrcparish.org.uk for further information. 
 

MOTHERS' PRAYERS:  Mondays, 11.00am at Star House, Star Hill Road, Sevenoaks. Tel: 01959 532505 
 

PARENTS & TODDLERS:  Tuesdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Parish Centre (Contacts: Emma McGovern 07786 
219742,  Lourdes Marinetto-Travers 07900 591527)  

 

SEVENOAKS CATENIAN CIRCLE: The Catenians are a social club for Catholic men and we welcome visi-
tors to our meetings at Knole Park Golf Club on Seal Hollow Road. Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7.30pm followed by dinner at 8.30pm.  
For further information, please contact aidan.omahony@btinternet.com or 07834 259 229. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME:   Next Children's session Thursday 4th May, 4-5pm St Thomas's. 
 
 

BOROUGH GREEN UCM :  First Thursday of each month, 7.30pm, St. Joseph’s, Borough Green 
WEST KINGSDOWN UCM:  Third Thursday of each month, 7.30pm at St Bernadette's, West Kingsdown + 

PARISH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, SEVENOAKS   -   NEWSLETTER 

Weekday Mass times 
Following consultation, there will be a couple of slight  
changes to the weekday Mass times in St Thomas’s, from the  
beginning of June: 
 from Saturday 3rd June, Saturday Masses will be at 

9:30am.  Confessions will be from 10:00am to 10:30am; 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will run from 8:00am 
to 9:20am. 

 from Tuesday 6th June, Tuesday Masses will be at 9:30am.  
Adoration will commence at the end of Mass or once the 
children have left if it is a school Mass. 

 The Mass at 12:00 noon on Thursdays will remain as it is.  
This may have to be reviewed at a later date, although the 
difficulties the priests have in being available at that time 
may be alleviated by having a Thursday morning Mass at 
St Joseph’s, Borough Green. 

 

Confirmation 2017 
His Grace the Archbishop will be coming to St Thomas’s on 
Saturday 25th November for the annual Confirmation 
Mass.  The church teaches us that “the reception of the  
sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for the completion of 
baptismal grace” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 
1285).  Confirmation is the third and final stage of Christian 
initiation, and so “the faithful are obliged to receive this  
sacrament at the appropriate time, for without Confirmation 
… Christian initiation remains incomplete” (Catechism 1306). 
 

All those currently in Year 9 or above who have not yet been 
Confirmed should apply to complete the preparation  
programme.  There will be a Confirmation Sign-up meeting 
on Wednesday 10th May at 8:00pm in St Thomas’s for  
parents and candidates. There will then be two further  
evenings for candidates on Thursday 15th June and Thursday 
29th June.  The programme will then continue in earnest in 
September. 
 

If you are unable to attend this meeting please email  
Fr David - frdavid@sevrcparish.org.uk. 
 

All welcome to Ordinariate Mass 
The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham was 
established in 2011 by Benedict XV1 as part of the New 
Evangelization, to defend and pass on the faith with  
renewed vigour. It allows groups of former Anglicans, in full 
unity with the Latin Rite Catholic Church, to share their  
distinct customs as a gift. The Sevenoaks group Masses will 
start on Thursday 11th May, 7.30pm with Low Mass, at St 
Thomas’ in Sevenoaks and continue fortnightly. Local  
Ordinariate contacts: 07487 652846 and  
dcnrobertsmith@gmail.com. 

Parish Retreats at Aylesford Priory 
Women’s Retreat: 8th - 10th September 2017 
Becoming mirrors of God: living a reflective life 
Led by Alice Keenleyside, a lay person with a lifetime’s  
experience of working with the Mill Hill missionaries. She is a 
former member of the retreat team at the Jesuit Centre at St 
Bueno’s and offers spiritual direction as well as retreats.  
 Men’s Retreat: 27th - 29th October 2017 
The call of the Father 
Led by Mgr Matthew Dickens who is the Vicar General and 
Chancellor for the Southwark Diocese and of course well 
known to people in the Parish. 
The COST for full board, lodging and a retreat facilitator is 
£170 which is the same as last year. A maximum of 20 places  
are available for each retreat. LIFT SHARES to Aylesford  
Priory will be organised. If you would like to attend please 
pick up a REGISTRATION FORM from the back of your Church 
or download a form from: www.sevrcparish.org.uk, and  
return it to the Parish Office by Sunday 4th June. 
Any QUERIES please contact Catherine Rodger by email at 
c.rodger@btinternet.com or by phone:01732 458852. 
 

Baptism of Infants 
Parents wanting a child Baptized should obtain a green  
information/application form (available in the porches of the 
churches only), read it carefully, fill it in, and return it either 
to a priest or to the Presbytery.  Fr David will contact you to  
confirm the date and time.  Nearer the day you will be asked 
to come to the Presbytery for a preparation session.  Please 
read the rules about godparents closely. 
 

Loaves and Fishes Food Bank 
The next collection is on the weekend of 13/14 May. Non-
perishable goods only please, e.g. breakfast cereals, UHT 
milk, sugar, coffee. Also rice, sauces and tins of meats, veg or 
fruit. Toiletries are also welcome (but no other non-foods). 
Allow for several weeks storage (see ‘use-by dates). No 
baked beans, pasta, soup or tea this time please (a surplus 
has built up). Thank you.             Queries: 07487 652846 
 

Holy Trinity, Otford 
May Procession with Rosary & Benediction  
On Sunday 14th May at 3.30pm, please put it in your diaries. 
Otford Annual Civic Service 
On Sunday 21st May at 10am, St Bartholomew’s Church. 
Please let Anne Knight know if you would like to go. 
 

Southwark Justice & Peace Commission Spring Assembly 
At Aylesford Priory, Sat 13th May 2017, 10.30-4pm. Event is 
free, everyone welcome. Registration from 10am, please 
bring a packed lunch. See noticeboard for more information. 
 

Offertory  
St Thomas’s 1482.63 
Otford 201.05 
B Green 139.15 
W Kingsdown 77.45 
TOTAL £1,900.28 
 

Easter Offering    
(additional) 1,125.00 
Total Easter  
Offering        £12,050.41 

Thank you for your  
generosity 

mailto:c.rodger@btinternet.com

