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Today’s Mass: Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time
First Reading: the emphasis on humility is a feature of the prophecy of Zephaniah,
and corresponds with the Beatitudes in the Gospel.
Psalm: a psalm of praise of God’s faithfulness; God is the only person we can rely on.
Second Reading: Paul is making a similar point to Jesus in the Gospel: the qualities
that God wants are the opposite of those human beings normally value.
Gospel: this is the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. That it is on a mountain
is significant: Jesus’ new teaching – the Beatitudes – fulfils the teaching Moses received
on Mount Sinai. That Jesus sits to teach, surrounded by His disciples is also significant:
by it Matthew means to portray Jesus as the Messiah, sitting on his throne (as King
David sat on his throne on Mount Zion). Thus the Sermon on the Mount isn’t just telling
Christians how to live; it is also a firm statement about who Jesus is.
Fr David

Young Disciples
Young people who are in school years 4-8 are invited to join the Young Disciples Group after
the 9:15am Mass today, upstairs in the Parish Flat

John Fortune RIP
The Funeral Service for John Fortune is at 10:30am at S Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown on
Monday, followed by Committal at the Medway Crematorium.

Tuesday
Year 5 of St Thomas’ School will attend the 9:15am Mass. Parents and other family
members are especially welcome to attend this Mass.

Blessing of throats
Friday is the Memorial of S Blaise, and the traditional Blessing of Throats will take place
after the 8.00am Mass.

Saturday 6:00pm Mass
The Music Group will provide the music at the 6:00pm Mass next Saturday (4 th).

Housebound parishioners
Fr Paul is keen to make a list of all parishioners who are ill or housebound and unable to get
to Mass, and to visit them. Will parishioners, and particularly Ministers of Holy Communion
and others who visit people at home, kindly contact the Parish Office with names,
addresses and phone numbers/email addresses of the housebound so Fr Paul can visit
them.

Baptism
Welcome to:
Isabel Maria
FORD
who was baptised last
Sunday at St Thomas’s
Departed
Please pray for the
repose of the soul of
William Moore
whose funeral took
place last week.
Please remember the
sick who have been
commended to our
prayers
Hilary McNabb, Hazel
Pilorz, Ana Pilar Santos
Anniversaries
Margaret
Burnett,
Elizabeth Reeves, Alice
Wright,
Stanislaw
Galuszka, Bill Sherratt,
Marthe Griessen, Derek
Goldsmith, Norah Healy,
Irene
Brain,
Kitty
Meaden, Anne Sommer,
Elaine
Viner,
Denis
Threlfall, Ivan Jones, Pike
Carey, Claude Hopkins,
Gwen
Lumsden,
Margaret
Remnant,
Gillian Carlton
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SVP. Collection this weekend Support for Refugees in and around Dunkirk
There will be a collection in the parish this weekend of
clothes to support "Seeking Sanctuary" which is organising
basic human assistance for refugees through faith
communities. Around 1,000 refugees remain in the camp
near Dunkirk, more are hidden in the countryside nearby and
there are scores of new arrivals weekly.
The recipients of assistance are mainly young men so please
bring in any of the following items and place them in the SVP
basket in the porch at St Thomas': new men's socks, men's
toiletries, men's warm waterproof coats and hoodies (size
medium and small), T shirts and sleeping bags. All in very
good condition please. Thank you.
Can you help with the Repository - 6pm Mass on Sunday?
We are fortunate at St Thomas’s to have a Repository. We
are looking for a parishioner who would be willing to man
the Repository after the 6:00pm Mass on Sunday evening.
The Ministry is a simple one: someone who would be willing
to stay for a little time after Mass to open the Repository,
and help any parishioner wishing to purchase a devotional
item.
If anyone is able to help please contact Christine Landon on
01732 465346 or christinedlandon@gmail.com. Thank you.
Baptism of Infants
Parents wanting a child Baptized should obtain a green
information/application form (available near the
newsletters), read it carefully, fill it in, and return it either to
a priest or to the Presbytery. Fr David will contact you to
confirm the date and time. Nearer the day you will be asked
to come to the Presbytery for a preparation session. Please
read the rules about godparents closely.

Getting Married
Six months’ notice is required. If you live in Sevenoaks parish
you should contact Fr David (email is best) 6 months before
the proposed date.
Going into Hospital
If you or a member of your family, or a neighbour, go into
Hospital ask to see the Catholic Priest. You can then receive
the Sacrament of the Sick (anointing) and Holy Communion.
Don’t assume the hospital will notify the Chaplain; they
won’t.

Please see the noticeboards  Thank you letter from Churches Together in Sevenoaks
 Catholic Youth Ministry - Flame at Wembley
 Various events in London run by the Jesuits.
 CTS January Titles for Lent and Easter
 Divine Mercy Retreat at St George’s Cathedral on 11 Feb
'A lifetime of loving'
Saturday 4th March 2017 at St Teresa's, Ashford
Husband and wife can give each other a gift by spending a
day exploring their relationship more deeply in the light of
Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortation: 'The Joy of Love', and
gain valuable insights into their communication and the call
of the Church to be married. Please note there is no group
sharing during the day. This is not marriage counselling or
guidance but a chance to make your marriage even better.

Contact: Carole on 07983 524727 or mflkent@gmail.com.

Understanding CAFOD
Come and find out how , where and why the Catholic Agency
for Overseas Development works to transform the lives of
poor communities around the world. The following workshop is for all interested people to come along and learn
about CAFOD's work, to ask questions and see if you are
interested in helping in this important part of Catholic Social
Teaching.
Saturday 4th February
10.00am to 1.55pm at Amigo Hall, Lambeth SE1 7HY
(next to St George's Cathedral)
Please bring and share a packed lunch

Any questions? Please ring John on 01732 762525 or get in
touch at: southwark@cafod.org.uk or 0208 466 9901
Request from Holy Trinity Otford
If anyone has surplus black rubbish bags or recycling bags
could they donate them to Holy Trinity Church? Please leave
them in the kitchen. Thank you, Frances Bacon

FOR YOUR DIARY:
YOUNG DISCIPLES: Sunday 29th January: Informal catechesis school years 4-6, Sundays after 9.15am
Mass, Big Angels' Room upstairs. Term time only. Contact: youngdisciples@sevrcparish.org.uk
MOTHERS' PRAYERS: Mondays, 11.00am at Star House, Star Hill Road, Sevenoaks. Tel: 01959 532505
RCIA: Monday 30th January, 8pm upstairs room of Parish Centre.
PARENTS & TODDLERS: Tuesdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Parish Centre (Contacts: Emma McGovern 07786
219742, Lourdes
Marinetto-Travers 07900 591527)
SEVENOAKS CATENIAN CIRCLE: The Catenians are a social club for Catholic men and we welcome visitors to our meetings at Sevenoaks Bowls Centre, Hollybush. Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every
month at 7.30pm followed by dinner at 8.30pm. For further information, pls contact aidan.omahony@btinternet.com or 07834 259 229
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME: Children's session Thursday 2nd February, 4-5pm St Thomas's.

Offerings
21/22 January 2017
St Thomas’s
872.96
Otford
234.96
B Green
157.92
W Kingsdown 147.00
TOTAL
£1,412.84
Pax Christi

£96.16

Thank you for your
generosity.

