
Today’s Mass: Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
First Reading:  this is the passage of scripture referred to in today’s Gospel, in which 
Matthew emphasises that Jesus will fulfil this prophecy in His mission to the Gentiles. 
 

The Psalm is a simple and confident hymn of trust in the Lord. 
 

Second Reading:  St Paul urges the Corinthians to avoid different parties within the 
Church and tells them to unite around Christ.  This is an important text as we observe 
the Octave for Christian Unity. 
 

 Year A is the Year of Matthew, and from today onwards the Sunday Gospels work 
through the First Gospel, allowing the main themes and emphases of Matthew to 
emerge.  In today’s Gospel Jesus begins His public ministry.  First He fulfils scripture by 
bringing light into darkness and begins His preaching with the message of repentance, 
then He calls the four fishermen to be His disciples, and finally He begins preaching and 
teaching, and healing. 

Fr David 

 

Fr Paul Okora 
We welcome Fr Paul among us as the new Assistant Priest.  A priest of the Ogoja diocese in 
Nigeria, he has been Assistant Priest at Sacred Heart, Camberwell for the last six years.  
Please note that until he is able to obtain a British driving licence he will need a lift to get 
anywhere not within walking distance of the Presbytery. 
 

Housebound parishioners 
Fr Paul is keen to make a list of all parishioners who are ill or housebound and unable to get 
to Mass, and to visit them.  Will parishioners, and particularly Ministers of Holy Communion 
and others who visit people at home, kindly contact the Parish Office with names, 
addresses and phone numbers/email addresses of the housebound so Fr Paul can visit 
them. 
 

Tuesday 
Year 4 of St Thomas’ School will attend the 9:15am Mass. 
  

Mass Intentions 
Each time he offers Mass the priest can offer it for a specified intention, such as for 
someone who has died, for good health for a sick person, or in thanksgiving for graces 
received.  These are the Intentions listed in the weekly Mass Sheet and usually announced 
at the beginning of Mass.  This ancient practice benefits both the faithful and the person for 
whom prayer is asked (the Mass is the greatest prayer of intercession). 
 
 To book a Mass Intention use one of the envelopes available by the newsletters (or any 
envelope); write the Intention on it, any particular date or place you wish it to be offered, 
and your name and contact details if you want the details to be confirmed.  Put your 
donation inside (£10 is a typical amount) and hand it to one of the priests or pop it through 
the Presbytery letterbox.  Alternatively you can call in to see Ingrid in the Parish Office. 
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NEWSLETTER 

PARISH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

Anniversaries 
Mary Gerrard, Kathleen 
Kavanagh, Mary Collier, 
Bernard Burt, Sheila 
Murphy, Nora O'Neill, 
Sandra Spokes, Brian 
Denton, Kathleen 
Wright, Val Parsons, 
Nora West, Thomas Mo-
ran, Isabella Worsley, 
Sheila Gill, Molly  
Wilkinson, Mary  
Mannelly, Emily Walshe, 
Bertha Allchorne, Ray 
Neale, Johnny Lepak, 
Joan Harris, John Taylor, 
James Davis, Stephanie 
Staples, Patrick Do-
noghue, Winifred Sher-
ratt, James Brennan. 

Please remember the 
sick who have been 
commended to our 
prayers 
Hazel Pilorz,  
Ana Pilar Santos 

Baptism 
 

Welcome to: 
 

Francis Charles 
PARKINSON-BONARD 

 
who was baptised last 

Sunday at Otford. 



FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

YOUNG DISCIPLES: Sunday 22nd January: Informal catechesis 
school years 4-6, Sundays after 9.15am Mass, Big Angels' Room 
upstairs.  Term time only.   
Contact: youngdisciples@sevrcparish.org.uk 
 

MOTHERS' PRAYERS:  Mondays, 11.00am at Star House, Star 
Hill Road, Sevenoaks. Tel: 01959 532505 
 
 

RCIA: Monday 23rd January, 8pm upstairs room of Parish Cen-
tre. 
 

SVP: Monday 23rd January, Marjorie Hennessey Room, 7.30pm  
 
 

 

PARENTS & TODDLERS:  Tuesdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Parish 
Centre (Contacts: Emma McGovern 07786 219742,  Lourdes  
Marinetto-Travers 07900 591527)  

 
 
 

SEVENOAKS CATENIAN CIRCLE: The Catenians are a social 
club for Catholic men and we welcome visitors to our meetings at 
Sevenoaks Bowls Centre, Hollybush. Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm followed by dinner at 8.30pm. For 
further information, pls contact aidan.omahony@btinternet.com or 
07834 259 229  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME:  Children's session 
Thursday 26th January, 4-5pm St Thomas's. 
 
 

BOROUGH GREEN UCM :  First Thursday of each month, 7.30pm, 
St. Joseph’s Borough Green 
WEST KINGSDOWN UCM:  Third Thursday of each month, 
7.30pm at St Bernadette's West Kingsdown 
 
 

+ 
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Young Disciples - Informal catechesis for school years 4-8 
The remaining sessions of Young Disciples this term will take 
place on the following dates: 

January: 22nd and 29th  
February: 5th and 26th  

(no sessions on 12th and 19th due to half term break) 
March: 5th, 12th , 19th and 26th.  

 

The group meets on Sundays, immediately after the 9.15am 
Mass in the Flat upstairs at St. Thomas’s Church (Big Angels’ 
room). Children enjoy their own refreshments just before 
the session. We aim to finish by 11.15am as some children 
attend 11.15am Mass. At the moment the focus is on the 
current Lectionary to make understanding of the Gospel 
message easier to grasp. The meetings take place in term 
time only.  
New members are welcome at any time. Please e-mail 
youngdisciples@sevrcparish.org.uk for more information or 
come to one of the sessions. 
 
SVP. Collection 28/29th January -  
Support for Refugees in and around Dunkirk  
There will be a collection in the parish the weekend of 
28/29th January of clothes to support "Seeking Sanctuary" 
which is organising basic human assistance for refugees 
through faith communities. Around 1,000 refugees remain in 
the camp near Dunkirk, more are hidden in the countryside 
nearby and there are scores of new arrivals weekly.  
 
The recipients of assistance are mainly young men so please 
bring in any of the following items and place them in the SVP 
basket in the porch at St Thomas': new men's socks, men's 
toiletries, men's warm waterproof coats and hoodies (size 
medium and small), T shirts and sleeping bags. All in very 
good condition please. Thank you. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
Understanding CAFOD  
Come and find out how , where and why the Catholic Agency 
for Overseas Development works to transform the lives of 
poor communities around the world. The following work-
shop is for all interested people to come along and learn 
about CAFOD's work, to ask questions and see if you are  
interested in helping in this important part of Catholic Social 
Teaching. 

 Saturday 4th February  
10.00am to 1.55pm at Amigo Hall, Lambeth SE1 7HY   
(next to St George's Cathedral)  
Please bring and share a packed lunch  
 

Any questions? Please ring John on 01732 762525 or get in 
touch at: southwark@cafod.org.uk or 0208 466 9901  
 
Please see the noticeboard -  
 Thank you letter from Aid to the Church in Need 

 Catholic Youth Ministry - Flame at Wembley 

 Various events in London run by the Jesuits. 

 CTS January Titles for Lent and Easter 

'On grace and miracles’ a lecture by Fr. Marcus Holden.  
At St. Anselm’s Church, Pembury, this Wednesday - 25th 
January.  
Low Mass 7pm Refreshments 7:30pm Talk 8pm.  
 
'A lifetime of loving' 
Saturday 4th March 2017 at St Teresa's, Ashford 
Husband and wife can give each other a gift by spending a 
day exploring their relationship more deeply in the light of 
Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortation: 'The Joy of Love', and 
gain valuable insights into their communication and the call 
of the Church to be married. Please note there is no group 
sharing during the day. This is not marriage counselling or 
guidance but a chance to make your marriage even better.  
 

Contact: Carole on 07983 524727 or mflkent@gmail.com. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
This year's service will take place on Sunday 22 January at 
the Methodist's  Church, High Street, Otford at 6.30pm.  All 
welcome. 

Offerings  

7/8 January 
St Thomas’s 1,162.24 
W Kingsdown 343.30* 
B Green 185.68 
Otford 187.74 
TOTAL £1,878.96 
* 2 weeks 

 
 
14/15 January 
St Thomas’s 992.77 
W Kingsdown 126.06 
B Green 269.50 
Otford 80.95 
TOTAL £1,469.28 
 

Donations to One World:  £7,677.51 
 

Crib Offerings (for Friends of the Holy Land) 
St Thomas’s 221.26 
Otford 42.02 
TOTAL £263.28         Thank you for your generosity. 
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