
ADVENT This Sunday we will begin the holy season of 
Advent. Advent is not just a countdown to Christmas, but 
an active waiting and deepening our faith. 

ADVENT SEPCIALS 

• Find time for private reflections and sign up for 
Southwark Advent Reflections 2023 at 
www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/news-events/news/southwark
-advent-reflections/ 

• Come and spent time with Jesus at the Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: we continue with our regular 
Adoration times at St Thomas, Sevenoaks on Mondays 
(8.30-9.30am) and Tuesdays (6.00-7.00pm), and 
additional session on Saturdays (10.00-11.00am), or at 
The Most Holy Trinity, Otford on Thursdays 7.30–
8.30pm and Fridays 11.00am – 12.00noon, St 
Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown on Wednesdays 12–1pm. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation: as usual on Saturdays 
10.00-11.00am & 5.15-5.45pm. There will be some extra 
opportunities for reconciliation with a priest available on 
Monday 18th December (8.30-9.30am), Tuesday 19th 
December (6.00-7.00pm), and with two priests available 
on Saturday 23rd December (10.00- 11.00am). 

• RORATE CANDLE MASS: On Wednesday 20th 
December at 7.30pm, we will hold a special Rorate Caeli 
Mass. This traditional Advent Mass, dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, is celebrated by candlelight, 
symbolizing Mary's role in bringing the Light of the 
World into our darkness. The Mass will include a 
reflection on the meaning of the Christmas Season. 
These special events are designed to help us prepare 
our hearts for the coming of Christ. We warmly invite 
each one of you to join in these moments of prayer, 
reflection, and reconciliation, as we journey together 
towards the joyous celebration of Christmas. 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

At Masses next weekend (9/10th December) the Second 
Collection at each church will be for Christmas flowers for 
that church.  We thank the flower arrangers in advance. 

ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRE-CHRISTMAS CLEAN 

On 14th December from 10 - 11 am could you spare just 
one hour to ensure ‘Our Lord’s House’ looks its best for 
Christmas?  If so, just turn up on the day; no experience or 
cleaning materials required.  For details contact James 
McSharry (jamesmcsharry@hotmail.com 07917 032024). 

KEEP THE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS. While the 
festive lights and decorations are delightful, we must 
remember that the heart of Christmas is the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In our celebrations, let’s not forget to 
incorporate Christian symbols, such as the Christmas Crib, 

which beautifully depicts the Nativity scene, guiding us 
back to the true essence of Christmas. 

Beyond our decorations, there are other meaningful ways 
to express our faith during this season. Sending Christian 
Christmas cards and using religious-themed postage 
stamps available at post offices and some shops are simple 
yet powerful ways to share the message of Christ's birth. 
Additionally, supporting local businesses and institutions 
that display a crib in their window is a wonderful way to 
encourage the wider community to keep Christ at the 
centre of Christmas. A special thank you to all the shops for 
their support in our annual crusade to put a crib on display 
in public places, especially Sugarloaf on Dartford Road, 
Sevenoaks Art Shop & Francis Chappell & Sons Funeral 
Directors on London Road, Ibbett Mosely, Bill Skinner, 
Marco, Nonna, Francis Jones on High Street, and Denise 
Thompson Designer Florist in Otford. If any other business 
or institution would like to join this initiative, please 
contact us. 

As we prepare for Christmas, let us also focus on spiritual 
readiness through Advent services, prayer, and acts of 
charity. 

CHRISTMAS EVE ‘CRIB SERVICE’ 

We are hoping to lead the short Liturgy for children before 
the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve at St Thomas’s, but we are 
desperate for some parents to help organise it as well as 
children to participate.  Please contact Magda in the Parish 
Office if you can help. 

ST THOMAS’S REPOSITORY 

We are seeking dedicated volunteers to help manage the 
repository at St Thomas' church. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to serve our church community and ensure 
the smooth running of our repository between Masses. If 
you are interested or would like more information, please 
speak to Fr Peter, or Magda in the office. 

ALTAR SERVERS  

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the altar 
servers and parents who attended the gathering on 
24th November. A big thanks to everyone for your 
resilience and support. As we approach the joyous 
celebration of Christmas, we recognize the vital role 
that our altar servers play in enhancing the liturgy. 
Your dedication is truly valued. To prepare for the 
upcoming Christmas Holy Mass, we cordially invite 
all altar servers to a rehearsal on the 22nd of 
December (Friday) at 7:00pm in the church. Your 
presence and participation are crucial to the success 
of this celebration. We look forward to seeing you at 
the rehearsal. 

Parish and other NOTICES 
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Latin Antiphons 

 

Entrance:  

Ad te levávi ánimam meam, Deus 

meus, in te confído, non erubéscam. 

Neque irrídeant me inimíci mei, 

étenim univérsi qui te exspéctant non 

confundéntur. 

Communion:  

Dóminus dabit benignitátem, et terra 

nostra dabit fructum suum. 

SUNDAY 3rd December  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 6:00pm (Sat)  Suzi Elliot RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  John O’Halloren RIP 

 9:15am   Private Intention 

 11:15am   John O’Halloren RIP 

 6:00pm   Judy West RIP 

  9:30am Otford  People of the Parish 

 9:30am Borough Green John Lobo RIP 

 11:00am West Kingsdown Patrick O’Grady RIP 

Monday 4th Feria 

 8:o0am   Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP  

Tuesday 5th Feria 

 9:30am   Kenneth D’Souza RIP (anniversary) 

Wednesday 6th  Feria 

 8:00am   Canon Philip Donnelly RIP 

 10:00am Otford  Anthony Gibbons RIP  
       and the comfort of his family 

Thursday 7th     Saint Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

  10:00am Borough Green John Bailey RIP  (birthday) 

 12:00noon   Paul Edwards RIP 

Friday 8th  December The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 8:00am   Special Intention 

 10:00am West Kingsdown Victor Peter Johnson RIP 

Saturday 9th   Feria 

 9:30am   Maguy Gregoire (90th birthday)  

SUNDAY 10th December  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 6:00pm (Sat)  Canon Anthony Ford RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  Fr Joe Andradi  

 9:15am   People of the Parish 

 11:15am   Good health for Rosemary Taylor 

 6:00pm   John Perkins RIP 

  9:30am Otford  Sheila Ahrens RIP 

 9:30am Borough Green Canon Philip Donnelley RIP 

 11:00am West Kingsdown Kathleen & John Doyle  RIP 

MASS INTENTIONS 
All  masses are  at  St Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

For your prayers 

ANNIVERSARIES IN DECEMBER 

Norah Leahy, Tim Leahy, Bert 

Spokes, Deidre Thomas, Gabriel 

Nye, Kathleen Smith, Robert 

Angibault, Tony Stevenson, 

Maureen Hanton, Molly Suwala, 

Edward Hibling, Sr Margaret 

Colson, Hazel Molloy, Rowland 

Connolly, Ignace Van Kan, 

Bernard Molland, Theresa Hart, 

Augustus Schnorr, Canon 

Donnelly, Annie Berry, John 

Horgan, Mark Otto, Margaret 

Salt, William Sherratt, Dolly de  

Havilland, Eileen Mackey, Martin 

Williams, Norah Salt, John Gerelli. 
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