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Latin Antiphons 

Entrance 

Dominus fortitudo plebis suæ, et 
protector salutarium Christi sui 
est.  Salvum fac populum tuum, 
Domine, et benedic hereditati 
tuæ, et rege eos usque in 
sæculum. 

Communion 

Ego sum pastor bonus, et animam 
meam pono pro ovibus meis, dicit 
Dominus. 
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SUNDAY 25th June  TWELFTH SUNDAY 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Dec’d members of the Rodrigues family 

 8:00am (Latin)  Tony Menrock RIP (birthday) 

 9:15am   Anne D’Souza RIP (anniversary) 

 11:15am   Angela Brunning RIP 

 6:00pm   Mary Fowdrey (90th birthday) 

  9:30am  Otford  Angela Brunning RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green Holy Land Pilgrims 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Dr B Henderson RIP 
 

Monday 26th   Feria  

 8:00am   Dec’d members of the D’Souza family 
 

Tuesday 27th    Feria  

 9:30am   Wilfred Alexander RIP 
 

Wednesday 28th  S Irenaeus, B M D 

 8:00am   Those who use the food bank 

 10:00am  Otford  Judith Frith RIP 
 

THURSDAY 29th  SS PETER & PAUL, App  

 8:00am (Latin)  Holy Souls 

 9:30am   All children from St Thomas School 

 8:00pm   Holy Souls 

  10:00am  Otford  Holy Souls 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Good estate of Jeanne Noble 

 6:00pm  Borough Green Pope Francis 
 

Friday 30th   Feria  

 8:00am   In Thanksgiving 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown Sister Stephen Joseph McCormack RIP 
 

Saturday 1st   of Our Lady  

 9:30am    Those who use the food bank 
 

SUNDAY 2nd July   THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Angela Brunning RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  Tony Menrock RIP (birthday) 

 9:15am   Angela Brunning RIP 

 11:15am   People of the Parish 

 6:00pm   Mass not booked yet 

  9:30am  Otford  Mary Scott RIP (anniversary) 

 9:30am  Borough Green Ursula Ponsonby 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Fr Leonard Taylor RIP 

MASS INTENTIONS 
All  masses are  at  St Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

 

St Thomas’s  
Funeral Support Group  

Holy Matrimony 
 

James Young  

&  

Sophie Akister 

For your prayers 
 

The sick 
 
 

Tony Barrett, Frank Eastbrook, 

Lynne Stanley, Veronica Williams, 

Yvonne Bollen, Peter Ringham, Ann 

Steven, Lilian Spragg, Ken Holmes, 

Mary & Chris Scott, Sean Cloke, Ann 

Farren and all in care and 

nursing homes in the Parish. 

Reflecting on our own funeral is challenging, and arranging or attending the service for family or friends can be very 

difficult and emotionally draining.  Every funeral, just like the families involved. is different.  The way we grieve and 

the style of the service prepared to reflect the life of the deceased, will vary. 

 

Now, at St Thomas’s we have a group of volunteers to offer practical help on the day of the funeral.  We respond to 

a request from those involved.  We come along to the Church in good time and help as required.  So, for example, 

mourners may arrive very early and be glad to have a parishioner to welcome them.  Another visitor, in cold 

weather, may ask for the warmest place to sit.  We may need to hand out service books if they arrive late.  

Requests are as varied as there are people really.  From the priest’s point of view it can be useful to have a few 

parishioners around if they are needed.  Just before lockdown we had fifteen volunteers; we divided into teams of 

four under the patronage of St Joseph, (traditionally the patron of a happy death) St Francis, St Benedict and St 

Anthony.  At this point I need to say that post lockdown three groups are a man or woman short, one of whom is 

our beloved parishioner, Angela Brunning, sadly now deceased.  She and I made all the initial plans.  If any one 

would like to join (your turn would only come up infrequently) I would be glad to hear from you. 

 

Years ago every funeral meant a large congregation whether or not one knew the deceased, but times have 

changed.  Smaller funerals, possibly because people outlive family and friends, they move into care homes and lose 

contact with the wider parish community.  Then the funeral support group can be really valuable.  At a big funeral 

the family is able to do everything, sometimes including carrying in the coffin. 

 

All this leads me on to reflect on the privilege of helping and, if possible, attending the funeral.  All the great 

religions of the world emphasise the importance of honouring their dead.  For us, our bodies have housed our 

immortal souls loved by God from all eternity.  Respect and prayer are the Judeo-Christian response to death and 

the prayers, signs and symbols at our funeral services beautifully reflect this belief.  We are fortunate to be 

alongside at that important moment on the deceased’s journey into God’s loving embrace.  Not for us bleak despair 

but joy filled faith and hope that our love now will be completed in the Kingdom of God with our loved ones there 

before us.   

 

Please note:  an updated version of our leaflet “At a time of Loss, can we help” is being prepared.  It includes 

information re “Listening to you” (Bereavement support)  and the Pilgrims Group for older and retired parishioners. 

 

Contact:  Pat Harman – 01732 453902 or bobandpat.harman@gmail.com or our Parish Clergy. 

Departed anniversaries 

John Mullen, Patrick Russell, Dan 

Walshe, David Powell, Catherine 

Robinson, Joyce Thompsett, John 

McEvoy, Jeanne Barker, Elizabeth 

Hall, Henry Forrest, Noelle Palmer, 

Ursula Chappell, Patrick McHugh, 

John Finn, Sister Joseph Stephen, 

Ethel Boddy, Mary Mills, Kenneth 

Wallace, Andrew Mallon, Peter  

Galligan, Michael Taggart, Richard 

Henderson, Monique Langhorn, 

Joseph Connor, Daniel Barton 

mailto:bobandpat.harman@gmail.com

