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Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance 

Vocem iucunditatis annuntiate, 
et audiatur, annuntiate usque ad 
extremum terrae: liberavit 
Dominus populum suum, 
alleluia. 

Communion 

Si diligitis me, mandata mea 
servate, dicit Dominus.  Et ego 
rogabo Patrem, et alium 
Paraclitum dabit vobis, ut 
maneat vobiscum in æternum, 
alleluia. 
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SUNDAY 14th May   SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Alf Hunt RIP   

 8:00am (Latin)  People of the Parish  

 9:15am   Elizabeth Strickland RIP  

 11:15am   Holy Souls 

 6:00pm   Holy Souls 

  9:30am  Otford  Nigel Authers RIP  

 9:30am  Borough Green Stephen Reynolds RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Holy Souls 

Monday 15th    S John Stone, Pr M  

 8:00am   James and Carmela Gibson RIP 

Tuesday 16th     S Simon Stock, Pr 

 9:30am   Private Intention 

Wednesday 17th      Feria 

 8:00am   Fr Joe Andradi 

 10:00am  Otford  Julianne Beckwith 

THURSDAY 18th     The ASCENSION of the LORD  

  8:00am (Latin)  Holy Souls 

 9:30am   Kay Walsh 

 10:00am Otford  Holy Souls 

 11:00am West Kingsdown Holy Souls 

 6:00pm Borough Green Holy Souls 

 8:00pm   People of the Parish   

Friday 19th     S Dunstan, B  

 8:00am   Holy Souls 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown Holy Souls 

Saturday 20th    Feria 

 9:30am    John O’Connor RIP (10th anniversary) 

SUNDAY 21st May   SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Eileen Moynihan - good health 

 8:00am (Latin)  Holy Souls 

 9:15am   Martin Gardener RIP  

 11:15am   Jan & Stanislaw Ociepa RIP  

        and Stanislaw Czaja RIP 

 6:00pm   In thanksgiving for good health 

  9:30am  Otford  Fr Mike Drennan SJ  

 9:30am  Borough Green People of the Parish  

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Holy Souls 

MASS INTENTIONS 
All  masses are  at  St Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

 

novena to the holy spirit  
for the reunion of Christendom 

Baptism 

Welcome to 

Isabella, Ignacio  

and Florencia Muñoz 

& 

Arthur Devlin 

Who were Baptized at 

St Thomas’s, Sevenoaks 

For your prayers 
 

The sick 
 

Angela Brunning, Tony Barrett, 

Frank Eastbrooke, Lynne Stanley, 

Veronica Williams, Yvonne Bollen, 

Peter Ringham, Ann Steven, Lilian 

Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken Holmes, 

Mary & Chris Scott, Sean Cloke, Ann 

Farren and all in care and 

nursing homes in the Parish. 

 

What is a Novena? 

A Novena is a nine day period of private or public prayer to obtain some special grace or make particular 

petitions.  Novena comes from the Latin novem, meaning nine.  It differs from an Octave, which is a week of 

celebration which follows an important feast like Easter. 

The origin of the Novena does not come from the Old Testament but from the New.  We are told in Acts 1: 12-

14 that the apostles and the women, including Mary the Mother of Christ, prayed during the nine days between 

the Ascension and Pentecost, as they awaited the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

The ancient Romans also had the practice of having nine days of prayers for various reasons, and the early 

Church may have taken over this practice.   

There have over the history of the Church been Novenas for all sorts of things: these have included a Novena 

of Masses for the repose of a soul when someone died, Novenas (especially in Spain and France) in the nine 

days before Christmas – signifying the nine months Our Lord spent in the womb of his mother – and the 

Novena of the Sacred Heart, still widely celebrated in places dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 

But the original Novena – that is the first of all Novenas - is the one between the Ascension and Pentecost, and 

is kept by the Church each year as prayers for the reunion of Christendom. 

The Novena to the Holy Spirit for the Reunion of Christendom 

The chief object of this Novena is to pray that Christians may be reunited from their present disunity.  Whether 

your view is that the purpose is to recall those who have fallen away from the true Church by their heresy or 

schism, or at the other end of the spectrum that its purpose is to recognise that Christians are already almost 

united in practice, or whether your view is somewhere in between, no one can deny that this prayer for unity is 

vital and important. 

Pope Leo XIII emphasised the need for the Holy Spirit to intervene in this area of the life of the Church in his 

Apostolic Letter Provida Matris Caritate in 1895 and decreed the observance of the Novena in his Encyclical 

Divinum Illud Munus in 1897. 

Pope St John Paul II also keenly stressed the need for this Novena for Christian unity.  Before the Angelus one 

Sunday he said: "In promising His peace, Christ assured the disciples of His support in trials.  And is not the lasting 

division between Christians a very painful trial?  This is why they feel the great need to turn to their One and Only 

Lord, asking that He help them overcome the temptation of discouragement along the difficult path which leads to 

full communion.  In a world thirsting for peace, it is in fact urgent for Christian communities to announce the Gospel 

in a unified way.  It is indispensable that they witness to the divine Love that unites them, that they be bearers of joy, 

hope and peace, becoming leaven for all of mankind." 

For a copy of Novena prayers you can use, in a group or on your own, on each of the nine days, go to https://

www.walsingham.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/holy-spirit-novena.pdf.  You can also find the prayers 

prayed aloud on YouTube. 

The Enchiridion of Indulgences (§34) notes that “a partial indulgence is granted to the faithful, who devoutly take 

part in the pious exercise of a public novena before the feast of Christmas or Pentecost or the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary”.  In this way the Church emphasises that the Novena is a pious spiritual 

exercise, and is to be commended, always remembering that God the Father answers all our prayers according 

to his divine will. 

recently Departed 
 

Sarah McCracken 

Edward Etheridge 

Jean Grosvenor 
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