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Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance 

Baptizato Domino, aperti sunt 
cæli, et sicut columba super eum 
Spiritus mansit, et vox Patris 
intonuit: Hic est Filius meus 
dilectus, in quo mihi bene 
complacui. 

Communion 

Ecce de quo dicebat Ioannes: 
Ego vidi et testimonium 
perhibui, quia hic est Filius Dei. 
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SUNDAY 8th  January   BAPTISM of the LORD  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Theodora Wilson RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  Valerie Hooper RIP  

 9:15am   People of the Parish  

 11:15am   Sue Timson RIP 

 6:00pm   Dympna Cearney RIP  

  9:30am  Otford  Margaret Mary Healy RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green Parish Priests 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown John & Kathleen Doyle  (anniversary) 

Monday 9th    Feria  

 8:00am   Timothy & Cleta Andradi RIP 

Tuesday 10th   Feria 

 9:30am   Jeremiah Gould RIP  

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Funeral Mass - Josephine Coakley RIP 

Wednesday 11th   Feria  

 8:00am   Mary & Henry Parr RIP 

 10:00am  Otford  Wellbeing of sister & brother-in-law 

Thursday 12th   Feria 

  10:00am  Borough Green Good health and wellbeing of Donal D’Souza 

 12:00noon   Victoria Lapore RIP  

     Funeral Mass - Margaret Thackaberry RIP 

Friday 13th   Feria 

 8:00am   Marie Mernock RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown John Gibson RIP  

Saturday 14th   of Our Lady 

 9:30am   Parish Priests 

SUNDAY 15th  January   SECOND SUNDAY of the YEAR  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Thomas Ahern RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  Paul Galia  

 9:15am   People of the Parish  

 11:15am   Joseph & Freda Ford, Canon Anthony Ford  

        and all dec’d in the family  

 6:00pm   Rita Lewis RIP  

  9:30am  Otford  Agnes Kelly RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green Pax Christi 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown John Gibson RIP 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

Papal visit 
Benedict XVI was Pope for less than eight years – 19th April 2005 to 28th February 2013 – and became 
generally known in Britain as the second Pope in history to visit the UK, in 2010.  The first such visit had 
been by Pope St John Paul II in 1982.  The turning point that sealed the visit as a national success came on the 
second day, when Benedict addressed the representatives of society, including parliamentarians, in 
Westminster Hall.  He spoke about ‘the legitimate role of religion in the public square’, and pressed the idea 
that ‘the Church and the public authorities can work together for the good of citizens’.  He received a 
standing ovation. 

The central purpose of the visit was to Beatify the 19th century English theologian John Henry Cardinal 
Newman, which took place in Cofton Park, Birmingham at a Mass attended by 55,000 people.  The Pope 
singled out Newman’s ‘gentle scholarship, deep human wisdom and profound love for the Lord’. 

During his visit Pope Benedict also visited St Peter’s Residence in Vauxhall, escorted by the late Archbishop 
Peter Smith, where he met a number of retired Catholics, including retired clergy.  The same day saw an 
evening Prayer Vigil in Hyde Park, at which Fr David was privileged to be given a front row ticket.  It was not 
so much what was said as the sight of 80,000 people, praying silently before the Blessed Sacrament. 

Early years 
Joseph Ratzinger was born in 1927 in Bavaria in Germany.  In 1951 he and his brother were Ordained 
Priests.  After a doctorate in theology and post doctoral work he taught Theology at Freising, Bonn, Mu nster 
and then Tu bingen.  He then became Professor at Regensburg University. 

In 1962 he accompanied Josef Cardinal Frings as a peritus (theological advisor), attending all four sessions, 
and where he was regarded as something of a progressive theologian.  In 1972 he was one of the founders of 
the theological journal Communio.  In 1977 Pope St Paul VI named him Archbishop of Munich and made him 
a Cardinal. 

Rome 
Then in 1981 Pope St John Paul II appointed Cardinal Ratzinger as Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, the department of the Holy See for promoting and defending the Catholic faith.  
Amongst other things he headed up the committee which drew up the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a 
synthesis of the essentials of Catholic doctrine – faith and morals – published in 1992. 

He had a reputation as a theological conservative, but it is the nature of the CDF that it will say no to 
innovation more often than yes.  As Dean of the College of Cardinals it fell to him to preside and preach at 
John Paul II’s Funeral, and to preside at the subsequent Conclave. 

Pope 
On 19th April 2005 Cardinal Ratzinger, aged 78, was elected the 265th Pope at the fourth ballot and chose the 
name Benedict; he was the first German Pope in almost 1,000 years.  His time as Pope was not without 
difficulties: he accidentally sparked a controversy with Islam in a lecture at Regensburg University, and he 
had to deal with a mounting crisis over child abuse. 

He wrote three Encyclicals, on Love (Deus Caritas est), Hope (Spe Salvi), and Social Justice (Caritas in 
Veritate); another Encyclical (Lumen Fidei) on Faith was completed by his successor.  He also, 
extraordinarily, published a three volume book called Jesus of Nazareth. 

An example of his concern for Unity was the establishment in 2009 of the personal Ordinariates for former 
Anglicans.  England was the first place where this was set up. 

Perhaps the most remarkable event was his resignation – in Latin – on 11th February 2013, because of his 
physical frailty.  He became the Pope Emeritus, and he did what he said he would: he prayed for the Church. 

A fuller Biography can be found on the Diocesan website. 
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Recently Departed 

 

Pope Emeritus Benedict 
Anne McDonnell  
Katherine Lester  

Margaret Dickens 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light  

shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace 

Baptism 

Welcome to 
                               

Wiktoria & Amelia Michalik 
 

who were Baptized at  

St Thomas’, Sevenoaks 

Please remember the sick who 
have been commended to our 

prayers, especially: 
 

Lynne Stanley, Veronica 
Williams, Yvonne Bollen, Peter 

Ringham, Ann Steven, Lilian 
Spragg, Jane Tabor,  

Ken Holmes, Mary Scott,  
Sean Cloke, Ann Farren and all 

in care and nursing homes. 


