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Latin Antiphons 
 

 

Entrance 

Populus Sion, ecce Dominus 
veniet ad salvandas gentes; et 
auditam faciet Dominus gloriam 
vocis suæ in lætitia cordis vestri. 

Communion 

Ierusalem, surge et sta in 
excelso, et vide iucunditatem, 
quæ veniet tibi a Deo tuo. 

. 
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SUNDAY 4th December  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year A) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Peace in the World 

 8:00am (Latin)   Mary Edith Hibling RIP 

 9:15am    R J Hilton RIP 

 11:15am    Jim Cairney RIP  

 6:00pm    John Gibson RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Timothy John Crawley RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  People of the Parish 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Canon John Bailey RIP (birthday) 

Monday 5th  Feria 

 8:00am    Kenneth D’Souza RIP (anniversary) 

Tuesday 6th  Feria 

 9:30am    Canon Philip Donnelly RIP 

Wednesday 7th S Ambrose, B D  

 8:00am      Anna Mullan RIP 

 10:00am Otford   Holy Souls 

Thursday 8th  The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the BVM   

  10:00am  Borough Green  Dec’d parents of the donor 

 12:00noon    Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

Friday 9th  S Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

 8:00am    Valerie Hooper RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Peace in the World 

Saturday 10th   Our Lady of Loreto  

 9:30am    Parish Priests 

SUNDAY 11th December  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year A) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Dec’d members of the  

         Jones & Sausman families 

 8:00am (Latin)   Mary Edith Hibling RIP 

 9:15am    R J Hilton RIP 

 11:15am    Jim Cairney RIP  

 6:00pm    John Gibson RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Timothy John Crawley RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  People of the Parish 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Canon John Bailey RIP (birthday) 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

This is a small reflection on Pilgrimage - having completed a pilgrimage to Santiago di 
Compostela in Spain.  Pilgrimage is about both the journey and the challenge - for so 
many parts of oneself:  physical, mental, emotional, spiritual.  And for me, the 
Camino did not disappoint!   

  

The first week of my Camino - on the Camino del Norte, through the Basque Country, 
from Irun to Laredo - I found emotionally and physically challenging:  difficulties with 
accommodation, getting used to carrying 10kg on my back up and down steep hills, 
restless sleep, and life back in Sevenoaks racing in my head. Late in the week,  
I suffered mild food poisoning — when I recovered, I felt I had turned a corner.   
I walked into Laredo, a seaside town, and stayed in a convent, where the nuns gave a 
beautiful pilgrims’ blessing:  I left feeling free. 

  

Week two - via Santander to Llanes - was renewal and refreshment:  my backpack no longer seemed to weigh 
anything, and I walked with fellow pilgrims from all over Spain, the world.  Routine was established: leave the 
albergue whilst still dark, walk 25km or so, find the next albergue, wash the day’s clothing, find sustenance and 
Mass, and off to sleep.  As days wore on, my sleep was deep no matter how noisy the hostel was.  Week three 
took me from the edge of the Asturias and into Galicia - I dropped down, away from the coast to the Camino 
Primitivo.  It is named this not through any “primitive” characteristic but rather because it was from beautiful 
Oviedo that King Alfonso II of Asturias, in 814 started Camino - the first pilgrimage to Santiago di Compostela - 
over the mountains from Asturias to Galicia, to where the remains of St James had been found.  This included a 
hike up and over the Ruta Hospitales, named for the ruins of three medieval hospitals which were, the day I 
walked it, above the clouds.   

 

By the time I reached the beginning of my fourth week, I felt sad that there were a mere 150km to go.  Through 
the Roman-walled city of Lugo, and down to join the Camino Frances, at Melides - more pilgrims joined the route, 
and the feeling of camaraderie amongst the much smaller group of pilgrims, was lost, but the sense of proximity 
palpable.  By the time I finally reached the outskirts of Santiago, I was overwhelmed with emotion and trepidation 
- what would it feel like to go to Mass in the Cathedral?  It was indeed momentous - like so many in the Praza do 
Obrodoiro, I just rested on my backpack on the ground, gazing up at the towers of the Cathedral soaring into the 
azure sky.   

  

One of the (many) reasons for my Camino was to simply “unplug” myself from the everyday: from timetables, 
from meeting schedules, from the expectations of my environment, of others.  To wake up in the morning and 
simply think “I am going to walk” - and just walk as the road takes you - is a gift in itself.  The delight of sights, 
sounds, smells along the road is only part of the gift;  the ability to allow your mind to wander as your feet walk 
the miles, to mull over deepest thoughts in your mind, to pray, to muse - and to engage in conversation with 

fellow pilgrims.  

  

The absolute freedom of Pilgrimage opens one up to encounters that can only occur 
on pilgrimage:  people you meet, things that “just happen”.  One morning, in 
torrential rain, I walked into Villaviciosa with two companions, and we needed 
sustenance:  a local woman took us to her favourite panaderia (breadshop), and 
loaded us up with empanada to warm us up – both physically and spiritually.  
Countless stories of generosity, tested faith, physical challenge and personal growth 
– this is Pilgrimage.  And then, at last, to be home – in my own bed, and with my 
family.   

PILGRIMAGE -CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 

Departed anniversaries 

James Kyte, Lilly Davis, Diana 
Osborne, Fr John Hennessey, 

Victor Johnson, Norah Leahy, Tim 
Leahy, Bert Spokes, Gabriel Nye, 

Kathleen Smith, Robert Angibault, 
Tony Stevenson, Maureen 

Hantan, Molly Suwala, Edward 
Hibling, Margaret Colson, Hazel 

Molloy, Rowland Connolly, Ignace 
Van Kan, Bernard Holland, 
Theresa Hart, Mark Otto. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  

Baptism 

Welcome to 
                               

Matilda Rigglesworth 
 

who was Baptized at  

St Thomas’, Sevenoaks 

Please remember the sick who 
have been commended to our 

prayers, especially: 
 

Lynne Stanley, Yvonne Bollen, 
Peter Ringham, Deidre 

Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian 
Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken 

Holmes, Mary Scott, Sean 
Cloke, Ann Farren and all in 

care and nursing homes. 


