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Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance 

Ne derelinquas me, Domine 
Deus meus, ne discedas a me; 
intende in adiutorium meum, 
Domine, virtus salutis meæ. 

Communion 

Sicut misit me vivens Pater, et 
ego vivo propter Patrem, et qui 
manducat me, et ipse vivet 
propter me, dicit Dominus. 
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SUNDAY 30th October THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Fr Brian Letherland RIP  

 8:00am (Latin)   Keith D’Souza RIP 

 9:15am    Stanislaw Czaja  

         and Stefania & Jan Ociepa RIP  

 11:15am    People of the Parish 

 6:00pm    Tadeusz Jedrzejczyk RIP (1st anniversary) 

  9:30am  Otford  Fr Colin Murphy RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green Special Intention for Jon Le Sbirel  

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Hammond McCauley, RIP 

        UCM Justice and Peace Office 

Monday 31st  Feria  

 8:00am    Mary Edith Hibling RIP 

TUESDAY 1st   ALL SAINTS 

 8:00am (Latin)  Holy Souls 

 9:30am    All departed in our Parish 

 12:00noon   People of the Parish 

 8:00pm    All dec’d of the donor's family  

 10:00am  Otford  Dennis Beckwith RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Queen Elizabeth II RIP 

 6:00pm  Borough Green Special Intention for Jon Le Sbirel RIP 

WEDNESDAY 2nd  ALL SOULS’ DAY 

 8:00am (Latin)   Dec’d members of  

         the Rodriques & D’Souza families 

 10:00am  Otford  Frank Haggarty RIP and all dec’d members of 

         the Smith & Fell families 

 8:00pm    Peggy Spiers RIP 

Thursday 3rd   Feria 

  10:00am  Borough Green All Souls 

 12:00noon   Thomas Healy RIP (4th anniversary) 

Friday 4th   S Charles Borromeo, B  

 8:00am    Isla Fishwick RIP (6th anniversary) 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown In thanksgiving for our Priests 

Saturday 5th    of our Lady  

 9:30am    Parish Priests 

SUNDAY 6th October THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Frank Haggarty  

 8:00am (Latin)   Good intentions of the donor’s family 

 9:15am    Wojciech Werner Rip (2nd anniversary)  

 11:15am    Bob Slaughter RIP 

 6:00pm    People of the Parish  

  9:30am  Otford  Fr Thomas Creagh-Fuller RIP  

 9:30am  Borough Green Nelly Gavghran RIP  

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Peracid Berrett, Pattie Pluck,  

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

Halloween is, of course, All Hallows Eve, that is to say the eve of All Saints Day.  But somehow this has been 
hijacked by the importation of American customs, including carved pumpkins, dressing up as witches, fairies 
or demons, and trick & treat.  This raises significant concerns: 

• many children in this country celebrate Halloween but not Christmas (at least as the Feast of Our 
Lord’s Incarnation) let alone Easter; 

• the proper reason for Halloween is ignored in favour of the American import of witches etc; 
• All Saints and All Souls’ Days get ignored; 
• tricking and treating can be genuinely frightening for some people such as elderly women living on 

their own; 
• children eat too many sweets because of the tradition of giving trick & treaters sweets, to the chagrin 

of their parents and dentists. 

So what can parents do about it?  Some suggestions. 

1)  Explain what Halloween really means.  ‘Hallow’ means ‘holy’, as we say in the Our Father ‘hallowed be thy 
name’.  All Saints Day is also called All Hallows Day, because it is the Feast Day of the holy or hallowed people 
(one might say the ‘haloed people’), the saints.  Explain who the saints are if they don’t know. 

2)  When the children get a bit older you can explain to them that the Catholic Church deliberately placed 
religious feast days over pagan holidays – Christmas replacing winter light festivals such as the Saturnalia is 
an example – in an attempt to divert people from pagan to Christian beliefs and practices. 

3)  One good suggestion is to dress up the kids in saints costumes instead of witches and so on.  They can 
choose their favourite saint and dress up accordingly.  This enables them to celebrate Halloween with their 
friends and so not feel left out but puts the Christian understanding of Halloween back at the centre.  Get the 
children to find information online about their saint (which might be their own Baptismal name). 

Above all do not dress up the children as witches or goblins. 

4)  If you are into crafts and handiworks, you could get the children to draw a saint, paint saints onto eggs, 
carve a saint or the rosary on to a pumpkin, make a sweets container marked with ‘All Saints Day treats’, etc.  
You can find ideas for All Saints family games and activities online, eg at https://www.catholicicing.com/all-
saints-day-party-ideas-for-kids/. 

5)  If you have older children Halloween may be an appropriate time to discuss with them the reality of 
suffering and death and our Christian understanding of what happens after death.  On All Saints Day we 
recall all the holy people who have ever lived, and remind ourselves of the universal call to holiness (as 
Vatican II put it) so that we can go to Heaven and enjoy eternal happiness with God.  On All Souls ’ Day we 
pray for all the Faithful Departed, aiding their progress through Purgatory towards heaven. 

6)  Teach the children this verse 
On the eve of All Saints Day, 
Jack-o’-Lanterns light the way. 
God’s children need no longer fear 
the ghosts and goblins gathered here. 
For evil ghouls with icy breath 
must bow to Him who conquered death. 

Because Halloween has been taken over by the secular world, many Christians have bought the myth that 

this is a pagan holiday and walked away from this holy time.  But Halloween gives us an opportunity to 

explore, teach, and pass on our faith.  This can be done not just by parents educating their children but by 

everyone at work or in social contexts.  Most importantly, attend Holy Mass as a family on All Saints Day.  

Halloween:  tips for parents 

Departed anniversaries 

Mary Grabham, Mary Hibling, Jean 
Campbell. Desmond Hickey,. 

Annie and May Chapman, Jim  and 
Mary Yeomans, Sidney Claydon, 

Brian Connolly, Larisa Taylor, May 
Gerald Castelli, Bernard Dwyer, 
Sally Jackson, Dennis Beckwith, 
Michael Coffey, Maria Guidbaldi, 

Nellie Castelloe, Doris White, 
Peter Lee, Annie Quinne, Eugene 
Elizabeth, Leslie Black, Edwards 

Kieran. 
 

Baptism 

Welcome to 
                               

Sophia Rose D’Souza 
 

who was Baptized at  

Most Holy Trinity, Otford 

Please remember the sick who 
have been commended to our 

prayers, especially: 
 

Lynne Stanley, Yvonne Bollen, 
Peter Ringham, Deidre 

Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian 
Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken 

Holmes, Mary Scott, Sean 
Cloke, Ann Farren and all in 

care and nursing homes. 

https://www.catholicicing.com/all-saints-day-party-ideas-for-kids/
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