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Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance 
Da pacem, Domine, 
sustinentibus te, ut prophetæ 
tui fideles inveniantur; exaudi 
preces servi tui, et plebis 
tuæ  Israel. 
 
Communion 
Quam pretiosa est misericordia 
tua, Deus!  Filii hominum sub 
umbra alarum tuarum 
confugient. 
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SUNDAY 11th September  TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Good health and wellbeing  

      of Marie Mascarenhas 

 8:00am (Latin)   Monsignor Ted Hill RIP 

 9:15am    St Thomas’ School 

 11:15am    People of the Parish  

 6:00pm    Holy Souls 

  9:30am  Otford   Holy Souls 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Eileen Teevan 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Canon John Morris RIP 

Monday 12th Feria  

 8:00am    Holy Souls 

Tuesday 13th S John Chrysostom, B D  

 9:30am    Holy Souls 

Wednesday 14th The EXALTATION of the HOLY CROSS  

 8:00am    Holy Souls 

 10:00am  Otford   Holy Souls 

Thursday 15th  Our Lady of Sorrows  

  10:00am  Borough Green  Holy Souls 

 12:00noon    G. D’Souza RIP (Anniversary) 

      L. Rodrigues RIP (Anniversary) 

Friday 16th  ST THOMAS’S CONSECRATION ANNIVERSARY 

 8:00am    Holy Souls 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Saturday 17th   of Our Lady 

 9:30am    Barry Griffiths RIP 

SUNDAY 18th September  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Anna Mullan RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)   HM Queen Elizabeth II RIP 

 9:15am    Dympna Sheehan RIP 

 11:15am    Holy Souls  

 6:00pm    Holy Souls 

  9:30am  Otford   Nigel Authers RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Holy Souls 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

Education Sunday is one of the oldest Days of Special Prayer in this country’s liturgical calendar.  Established 
by the Bishops in 1848, originally on the feast of the Sacred Heart in June, it is now celebrated at the beginning 
of the academic year.  Although long associated with the annual collection for the work of the Catholic 
Education Service, its main purpose is to celebrate the work of Catholic education and to enable it to continue 
to flourish with the support of the whole Catholic community. 

Catholic education is a precious legacy from our forebears, and a testament to their courage and foresight.  In 
the mid-nineteenth century the Catholic Church in this country was a mainly poor and immigrant community, 
emerging from centuries of persecution.  Education was rightly seen as the principal means of handing on the 
faith and improving the spiritual, moral, social and cultural lives of the next generation.  This year is the 175th 
anniversary of the beginning of State funding for Catholic schools, and the founding of what is now the 
Catholic Education Service.  At that point in history, our Bishops made the education of the poor their top 
priority and, making huge sacrifices, Catholics set about raising funds and fighting for the right to re-establish 
the national network of schools and universities which we enjoy today.  Catholic education is a tremendous 
achievement to be celebrated. 

The Catholic Church is this country’s largest provider of secondary schools and second largest provider of 
primary schools.  Catholic education is by far the largest charitable endeavour of the Church in this country: 
we give thanks for the many thousands of teachers, lecturers, academics, support staff, leaders, governors, 
advisers and others who have found their vocation in Catholic education, and without whom this endeavour 
would be impossible.   

Catholic schools continue to be true to their mission: they are more diverse than any other type of school, they 
recruit disproportionately more children from the poorest areas of the country and still consistently manage 
to be the highest performing schools in the country.   

For Catholic education to continue to flourish, it needs to rely on the continued support of the whole Catholic 
community.  As in previous generations, all Catholics need to be prepared to do their bit to support, promote 
and defend Catholic education.  There are many ways to do this: whether by praying for vocations to Catholic 
education, responding to consultations or letting your elected representatives know your views, or 
encouraging a young person to teach in a Catholic school.  In that way, we can all ensure together that our 
Catholic schools and universities will be there to form the next generation.  

  Paul Barber  Director of the Catholic Education Service 

Saint Thomas Aquinas is a Doctor of the Church, known as the Angelic Doctor.  He is aptly the patron saint of 
academies, schools, universities, students and learning.  Pupils and teachers can reflect on the following quote 
in order to think about what it means to have enlightened minds, be authentic and discover vocation.  The 
Angelic Doctor said:  

“Three things are necessary for the salvation of man: to know what he ought to believe; 

to know what he ought to desire; and to know what he ought to do.” 

 

A student’s prayer for enlightenment, written by St. Thomas Aquinas:  

Come, Holy Spirit, Divine Creator, true source of light and fountain of wisdom!  

Pour forth your brilliance upon my dense intellect, dissipate the darkness which covers me, that of 
sin and of ignorance.  

Grant me a penetrating mind to understand, a retentive memory, method and ease in learning, the 
lucidity to comprehend, and abundant grace in expressing myself. 

Guide the beginning of my work, direct its progress, and bring it to successful completion.  

This I ask through Jesus Christ, true God and true man, living and reigning with You and the Father, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

education Sunday 
(from the Bishops’ Conference website) 

Departed anniversaries 

Colin Moss, Stanley Norfolk, John 

Asquith, Elizabeth Travers,  

Bernard Bishop, Lucile Conney, 

Frederick Brain, Desmond 

O’Meara, Barbara Hawkins,  

Maria Koschel, George Jones, 

Maurice Still, Thomas Cowan, 

Sydney Pemberton, Brian  

Emmerson, Joan Taylor, Daisy 

Norfolk, Flora Hopkins,  

Marguerite Matthews, Catherine 

Wood, Bernard Brigham, Mary 

O’Leavy, Douglas Bass, Adelaide 

Wheatcroft.  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  

O Lord 

Please remember the sick who 
have been commended to our 

prayers, especially: 
 

Yvonne Bollen, Peter Ringham, 
Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven, 

Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken 
Holmes, Mary Scott, Sean Cloke 

and all in care and nursing 


