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Latin Antiphons 

Entrance 

Ego autem cum iustitia 
apparebo in conspectu tuo; 
satiabor dum 
manifestabitur gloria tua. 

 

Communion 

Qui manducat meam 
carnem et bibit meum 
sanguinem, in me manet et 
ego in eo, dicit Dominus. 
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SUNDAY 10th  JULY  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Richard & Katie  (Wedding Ceremony) 

 8:00am (Latin)   A quick recovery to good health  

 9:15am    Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea)  

 11:15am    Anna Highfield RIP 

 6:00pm    People of the Parish  

  9:30am  Otford   Maureen Murphy RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  All Seafarers 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Monday 11th    S BENEDICT, Ab Patron of Europe  

 8:00am    Wellbeing of Canon Mgr John O’Toole 

Tuesday 12th    S John Jones, Pr M  

 9:30am    Jo Edwards - with grateful thanks  

Wednesday 13th   Feria  

 8:00am    Thomas Mernock RIP (Birthday) 

 10:00am  Otford   Lionel Edwards RIP (Birthday) 

Thursday 14th    Feria  

  10:00am  Borough Green  Holy Souls 

 12:00noon    People in Ukraine 

Friday 15th       S Bonaventure, B D  

 8:00am    Angela Griffiths RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls    

Saturday 16th   Our Lady of Mt Carmel 

 9:30am    Phillis Claydon RIP 

SUNDAY 17th  JULY  SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  

 6:00pm (Sat)   People of the Parish 

 8:00am (Latin)   Betina King RIP  

 9:15am    Fr Joe Andradi  

 11:15am    Fr Tony Logan RIP  

 6:00pm    Angela Griffiths RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Maria Kowalczyk RIP (Anniversary) 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Hong Ling Chang Kit RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  End to COVID-19 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 22: 15).  These words of Jesus, with 

which the account of the Last Supper opens, are the crevice through which we are given the surprising possibility of 

intuiting the depth of the love of the persons of the Most Holy Trinity for us.  

Peter and John were sent to make preparations to eat that Passover, but in actual fact, all of creation, all of history 

— which at last was on the verge of revealing itself as the history of salvation — was a huge preparation for that 

Supper.  Peter and the others are present at that table, unaware and yet necessary.  Necessary because every gift, 

to be gift, must have someone disposed to receive it.  In this case, the disproportion between the immensity of the 

gift and the smallness of the one who receives it is infinite, and it cannot fail to surprise us.  Nonetheless, through 

the mercy of the Lord, the gift is entrusted to the Apostles so that it might be carried to every man and woman.  

No one had earned a place at that Supper.  All had been invited.  Or better said: all had been drawn there by the 

burning desire that Jesus had to eat that Passover with them.  He knows that he is the Lamb of that Passover meal; 

he knows that he is the Passover.  This is the absolute newness, the absolute originality, of that Supper, the only 

truly new thing in history, which renders that Supper unique and for this reason “the Last Supper,” unrepeatable.  

Nonetheless, his infinite desire to re-establish that communion with us that was and remains his original design, 

will not be satisfied until every man and woman, from every tribe, tongue, people and nation (Rev 5:9), shall have 

eaten his Body and drunk his Blood.  And for this reason that same Supper will be made present in the celebration 

of the Eucharist until he returns again.  

The world still does not know it, but everyone is invited to the supper of the wedding of the Lamb (Rev 19: 9).  To be 

admitted to the feast all that is required is the wedding garment of faith which comes from the hearing of his Word 

(cf. Rom 10:17).  The Church tailors such a garment to fit each one with the whiteness of a garment bathed in the 

blood of the Lamb. (Rev 7:14).  We must not allow ourselves even a moment of rest, knowing that still not everyone 

has received an invitation to this Supper or knowing that others have forgotten it or have got lost along the way in 

the twists and turns of human living.  This is what I spoke of when I said, “I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a 

missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times 

and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelization of today’s world rather 

than for her self-preservation” (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 27).  I want this so that all can be seated at the Supper of the 

sacrifice of the Lamb and live from Him.  

Before our response to his invitation — well before! — there is his desire for us.  We may not even be aware of it, 

but every time we go to Mass, the first reason is that we are drawn there by his desire for us.  For our part, the 

possible response — which is also the most demanding asceticism — is, as always, that surrender to this love, that 

letting ourselves be drawn by him.  Indeed, every reception of communion of the Body and Blood of Christ was 

already desired by him in the Last Supper.  

If we had somehow arrived in Jerusalem after Pentecost and had felt the desire not only to have information about 

Jesus of Nazareth but rather the desire still to be able to meet him, we would have had no other possibility than 

that of searching out his disciples so that we could hear his words and see his gestures, more alive than ever.  We 

would have had no other possibility of a true encounter with him other than that of the community that celebrates.  

For this reason the Church has always protected as its most precious treasure the command of the Lord, “Do this in 

memory of me.”  

From the very beginning the Church was aware that this was not a question of a representation, however sacred it 

be, of the Supper of the Lord.  It would have made no sense, and no one would have been able to think of “staging” 

— especially before the eyes of Mary, the Mother of the Lord — that highest moment of the life of the Master.  

From the very beginning the Church had grasped, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, that that which was visible in 

Jesus, that which could be seen with the eyes and touched with the hands, his words and his gestures, the 

concreteness of the incarnate Word — everything of Him had passed into the celebration of the sacraments. 

extracts from ‘DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI’ 

 

Please remember the sick who have been commended to our prayers, 
especially: 
 

Peter Ringham, Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken 

Holmes, Mary Scott, Sean Cloke and all in care and nursing homes. 

Father, 

This is the day you have 
made, so let us rejoice and 
be glad in it. You know 
what today will bring, and 
what tomorrow’s needs will 
be. If we awake to breathe 
today, we can be assured it 
is with great purpose, in 
order to bring glory and 
honour to You, the One 
True God.  
 

Use our lives as vessels of 
love and truth. Let us see 
ourselves through the lens 
of faith, and the Father’s 
purposeful perspective. 

 

We know all good things 
come from You, and You 
make good, all things. Let 
us share in the good works 
you have prepared for us, 
by the outflowing of our 
faith in Christ, to the 
people You have placed in 
our lives. We pray for Your 
favour, God, and Your 
protective embrace, as we 
look out into the world to 
do good and share what 
we have. 

In Jesus’ Powerful Name 
we Pray, Amen. 
    
~Meg Bucher 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/

