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Latin 

Antiphons 

Entrance 

Vocem iucunditatis 
annuntiate, et audiatur, 
annuntiate usque ad 
extremam terrae: liberavit 
Dominus populum suum, 
alleluia. 

Communion 

Si diligitis me, mandata mea 
servate, dicit Dominus.  Et 
ego rogabo Patrem, et 
alium Paraclitum dabit 
vobis, ut maneat vobiscum 
in æternum, alleluia. 
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SUNDAY 22nd  MAY  SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER   

 6:00pm (Sat)   John O’Connor RIP  

 8:00am (Latin)   People of the Parish 

 9:15am    Peace & Reconciliation in Ukraine  

 11:15am    Frances Hall - well being 

 6:00pm    Fr Gordon Thompson RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Speedy recovery of baby Jack Smit from  
      a cardiac problem 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Alexander (Sandy) Nimmo RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Our Priests 

Monday 23rd    Feria 

 8:00am    All Ukrainians in the World 

Tuesday 24th    Feria 

 9:30am    Our Priests  

Wednesday 25th   S Bede the Venerable, Pr D  

 8:00am    Private Intention 

 10:00am  Otford   In thanksgiving - Sally Haggarty (Birthday) 

THURSDAY 26th       The ASCENSION of the LORD  

 8:00am  (Latin)   People of the Parish 

 9:15am    Our Priests  

 12:00noon    Jon, Baby, Isobel, Cyril and Louise Gouldstone 

 8:00pm    Holy Souls 

  10:00am  Otford   Ian Tellis RIP & the comfort of his family 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

 6:00pm  Borough Green  Holy Souls 

Friday 27th    Feria 

 8:00am    Lancy Rodrigues RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Saturday 28th   S AUGUSTINE of CANTERBURY, B Apostle of England  

 9:30am    Suresh Brito RIP & the comfort of this family  

SUNDAY 29th  MAY   SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER   

 6:00pm (Sat)   Eileen McSharry RIP (Birthday)  

 8:00am (Latin)   Cyril Waite RIP 

 9:15am    Those preparing for 1st Holy Communion  

 11:15am    Michelle Palin RIP 

 6:00pm    Catholic Communications Network 

  9:30am  Otford   Comboni Missionaries 

 9:30am  Borough Green  People of the Parish 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Right use of the Media 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

This is the bread come down from heaven (John 6:58) 

A beautiful hallmark of the Catholic faith is the profound desire to participate in the Holy Mass and share in the 

Eucharist.  We do so with deep gratitude and joy.  The Eucharist gives the Church her identity – “The Eucharist 

makes the Church, and the Church makes the Eucharist.”  It enables us to worship Almighty God, to support each 

other on our journey of faith, and to be a visible sign of faith in the world.  This hallmark is supported and 

strengthened by the precept that our fundamental Christian duty is to worship God by participating in the 

celebration of Mass.  Attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is the greatest of all privileges, sometimes referred 

to as “the Sunday Obligation.” 

Since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, until the present time, we have shared with you our judgment that the 

situation of the last two years has meant that the Sunday Obligation has been impeded and has needed to be 

fulfilled in other ways.  We thank God that this situation has now changed.  The pressing challenges of the 

pandemic have lessened significantly.  Most people have resumed the wide range of normal activities, no longer 

restricted by the previous Covid measures.  We therefore believe that the reasons which have prevented Catholics 

from attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation no longer apply. 

We understand there will still be some members of our congregations who, for reasons of health, do not feel safe 

enough to return to Mass.  It has always been the understanding of the Church that when the freedom of any 

Catholic to attend Mass in person is impeded for a serious reason, because of situations such as ill health, care for 

the sick or legitimate fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday Obligation. 

Our Catholic people and parishes have benefitted during these difficult times from the online streaming of Mass 

and other services.  “Virtual viewing” of Mass online does not fulfil the Sunday Obligation.  It may, however, be a 

source of continual spiritual comfort to those who cannot attend Mass in person, for example those who are 

elderly and sick, for whom the obligation does not apply.  In this context, we recognise gratefully the ministry of 

those who administer Holy Communion to the elderly, sick and housebound. 

We are grateful to our clergy, religious and lay faithful who have served our parishes, schools and communities 

with dedication and distinction throughout this pandemic.  Now we look forward with renewed faith and 

confidence. 

In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Lord’s Supper, the Lord Jesus entrusted to us the precious gift of Himself.  

With humility, we glory in being a Eucharistic people for whom attendance at Mass is essential.  Looking forward to 

the forthcoming feast of Pentecost, we now invite all Catholics who have not yet done so to return to attending 

Mass in person. 

As the Church needs the witness of the presence of each person, so too each believer needs to journey in faith and 

worship with their fellow disciples.  Nourished by our encounter with the Risen Lord Jesus, fed with His Word and 

His Body and Blood in Holy Communion, and supported by the presence of each other, we receive strength week by 

week, to serve the Lord and glorify Him with our lives. 

Approved by the Plenary Assembly of the Bishops’ Conference 

Friday 6th May 2022 

returning to Mass at Pentecost 

Prayer for All  

The Faithful Departed. 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual 

light  
shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. 

Departed 
 

Please pray for the soul of  
 

Nigel Orme 
 

who has recently departed. 

Please remember the sick 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayers, especially: 
 

Angela Griffiths, Deidre 
Thomas, Ann Steven, 
Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor,  
Ken Holmes, Mary Scott, 
Sean Cloke and all in care 

and nursing homes. 


