
Anniversaries 
 

Robert Hitchman, Fanny 

Fabri, Allan Hearn, Alice 

Hatfield, Iona Kramer, 

Giuseppe Villa, Betty 

Lumsden, May Bell, Joseph 

O’Neill, Lilian McCarthy, 

Lawrence Chamberlain,   

Agnes Emmerson, Mary 

Ridgewell, Dorothy Walker, 

Margaret Washboarn,  

Thomas Greene, Edmund 

Curtis, Thomas Griffin,  

Jane Heyward, Harold 

Fletcher, Laura Haffenden, 

Henry Bellingham, Edward 

Travers, Agnes Cramer, 

Paul Travers, Kathleen  

Lawless, John Dolby-Gray, 

Mary Warnett,  Jeanne 

Austin, John Scott. 

Eternal rest  
grant unto them, ... 
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Latin 

Antiphons 

Entrance  Iudica me, 

Deus, et discerne causam 

meam de gente non 

sancta; ab homine iniquo 

et doloso eripe me, quia 

tu es Deus meus et 

fortitudo mea. 

 

Communion  Nemo to 

condemnavit, 

mulier?  Nemo, 

Domine.  Nec ego te 

condemnabo: iam 

amplius noli peccare. 
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SUNDAY 3rd APRIL   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   People in Ukraine 

 8:00am (Latin)   Private Intention 

 9:15am    People of the Parish 

 11:15am    Sadie Gleeson RIP 

 6:00pm    Fr Huebert Miranda RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Magdalena & Dawid Wiacek (Birthday) 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Sean McDermott RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  More vocations to the priesthood 

Monday 4th  Feria 

 8:00am    Kenneth D’Souza RIP 

Tuesday 5th  Feria 

 9:30am    Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

Wednesday 6th  Feria 

 8:00am    Timothy & Cleta Andradi RIP  

 10:00am  Otford   Jay Simmons RIP 

Thursday 7th Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green  Eileen Stevens 

 12:00noon    The Pickthorn family 

Friday 8th    Feria 

 8:00am    Christopher Latter (Birthday) 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Saturday 9th  Feria 

 9:30am     Fr Joe Andradi 

 12:00noon    Memorial Mass - Alison Fitzgerald RIP 

SUNDAY 10th APRIL  PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Fr Denis Paul RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)   Patricia Fleming RIP 

 9:15am    Bishop Charles Henderson RIP 

 11:15am    People of the Parish 

 6:00pm    Conrad RIP (Anniversary) 

  9:30am  Otford   Peace in Ukraine 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Gill Smith RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Bertha & Ruth Lett RIP 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

All too often, we think that Confession is about going to God with dejected looks.  Yet it is not so much that we go 

to the Lord, but that he comes to us, to fill us with his grace, to fill us with his joy.  Our confession gives the Father 

the joy of raising us up once more.  It is not so much about our sins as about his forgiveness.  Our sins are present 

but the forgiveness of God is always at the heart of our confession.  Think about it: if our sins were at the heart of 

the sacrament, almost everything would depend on us, on our repentance, our efforts, our resolves.  Far from it.  

The sacrament is about God, who liberates us and puts us back on our feet. 

 

Let us recognize once more the primacy of grace and ask for the gift to realize that Reconciliation is not primarily 

our drawing near to God, but his embrace that enfolds, astonishes and overwhelms us.  The Lord enters our home, 

as he did that of Mary in Nazareth, and brings us unexpected amazement and joy - the joy of forgiveness.  Let us 

first look at things from God’s perspective: then we will rediscover our love for Confession.  We need this, for every 

interior rebirth, every spiritual renewal, starts there, from God’s forgiveness.  May we not neglect Reconciliation, 

but rediscover it as the sacrament of joy.  Yes, the sacrament of joy, for our shame for our sins becomes the 

occasion for an experience of the warm embrace of the Father, the gentle strength of Jesus who heals us, and the 

“maternal tenderness” of the Holy Spirit.  That is the heart of Confession. 

 

In these days, news reports and scenes of death continue to enter our homes, even as bombs are destroying the 

homes of many of our defenceless Ukrainian brothers and sisters.  The vicious war that has overtaken so many 

people, and caused suffering to all, has made each of us fearful and anxious.  We sense our helplessness and our 

inadequacy.  We need to be told, “Do not be afraid”.  Yet human reassurance is not enough.  We need the 

closeness of God and the certainty of his forgiveness, which alone eliminates evil, disarms resentment and restores 

peace to our hearts.  Let us return to God and to his forgiveness. 

 

Today, renewed by forgiveness, may we too knock at the door of her immaculate heart.  In union with the Bishops 

and faithful of the world, I desire in a solemn way to bring all that we are presently experiencing to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary.  I wish to renew to her the consecration of the Church and the whole of humanity, and to 

consecrate to her in a particular way the Ukrainian people and the Russian people who, with filial affection, 

venerate her as a Mother.  This is no magic formula but a spiritual act.  It is an act of complete trust on the part of 

children who, amid the tribulation of this cruel and senseless war that threatens our world, turn to their Mother.  It 

is like what young children do when they are scared; they turn to their mother for protection.  We turn to our 

Mother, reposing all our fears and pain in her heart and abandoning ourselves to her.  It means placing in that pure 

and undefiled heart, where God is mirrored, the inestimable goods of fraternity and peace, all that we have and 

are, so that she, the Mother whom the Lord has given us, may protect us and watch over us. 

 

Mary then uttered the most beautiful words that the angel could bring back to God: “Let it be to me according to 

your word” (v. 38).  Hers was no passive or resigned acceptance, but a lively desire to obey God, who has “plans for 

welfare and not for evil” (Jer 29:11).  Hers was the most intimate sharing in God’s plan of peace for the world.  We 

consecrate ourselves to Mary in order to enter into this plan, to place ourselves fully at the disposal of God’s plans.  

After having uttered her “Fiat”, the Mother of God set out on a long journey to the hill country, to visit a relative 

who was with child (cf Lk 1:39).  She went with haste.  I like to think of this image of Our Lady going with haste.  She 

comes with haste to help and take care of us.  May she now take our own journey into her hands: may she guide 

our steps through the steep and arduous paths of fraternity and dialogue, along the way of peace. 

extracts from pope francis’ homily  
at the consecration of russia and ukraine 

to the immaculate heart of mary 

Please remember the sick who have been commended to our prayers, 
especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken Holmes,  

Mary Scott, Sean Cloke and all in care and nursing homes. 


