
Please remember the sick  
who have been  
commended to  

our prayers, especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann  
Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane 
Tabor, Frank Haggarty, Ken 
Holmes, Mary Scott , Barry 
McGirr and all in care and 

nursing homes  

 

8 

Latin 

Antiphons 
 

Entrance: 
Salvos nos fac, Domine 
Deus noster, et congrega 
nos de nationibus, ut 
confiteamur nomini sancto 
tuo, et gloriemur in laude 
tua. 
 
Communion: 
Beati pauperes spiritu, 
quoniam ipsorum est 
regnum cælorum.  Beati 
motes, quoniam ipsi 
possidebunt terram. 
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SUNDAY 30th JANUARY   FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Donor’s Intention 

 8:00am (Latin)  Bill Sherratt RIP (anniversary)  

 9:15am    William Moore RIP 

 11:15am    George Rizza RIP 

 6:00pm    Douglas Booth RIP  

  9:30am  Otford  Gizela Golda (Birthday) 

 9:30am  Borough Green Holy Souls 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown People of the Parish  

Monday 31st  S John Bosco, Pr  

 8:00am    Good intentions of the Donor’s family 

Tuesday 1st FEBRUARY Feria  

 9:30am    Brian Morek RIP 

Wednesday 2nd  The PRESENTATION of the LORD  

 8:00am    Timothy & Cleta Andradi RIP 

 10:00am  Otford  In thanksgiving  from Lawrence Cronin 

Thursday 3rd Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green Holy Souls  

 12:00noon   All ill and suffering 

Friday 4th  S Lawrence of Canterbury, B 

 8:00am    Joseph Smialy RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown Kathleen Fraser & the comfort of Alan 

Saturday 5th  S Agatha, V M  

 9:30am    Holy Souls 

SUNDAY 6th JANUARY   FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Rosalie White RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  Kathleen Dallas RIP (1st Anniversary)  

 9:15am    John Rafferty for success in his treatment and  
      strength for his wife Kathleen and family 

 11:15am    Donor’s Intention 

 6:00pm    People of the Parish  

  9:30am  Otford  Edmund Thomas Watts RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green John & Peggy Corrigan RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Health & wellbeing of the Parishioners  

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

Synodal process – Sevenoaks parish 

Summary of input/discussion 

The synodal process in our parish took place between November 2021 and January 2022 and comprised of three 
meetings.  30 parishioners took part.  Starting today we will publish notes deriving from those meetings in three parts.  In 
addition to the meetings, parishioners were able to submit comments directly to the Archdiocesan team. 

A full version of the notes (as submitted to the Archdiocesan team), including more detail on the process in our parish, 
are available: 

• On the parish website 
• By contacting the parish office – Magda will be happy to provide a hard copy 
• Via the QR code on this page 

We have summarised comments under broad ‘headings’: 

• Knowledge of our faith being a prerequisite to evangelisation 
• The perception/ reality that the Church excludes. 
• The role of laity in the Church 
• Prayer and community/ example 

David Cooper,  Bill Farren - January 2022 

1. Knowledge of our faith being a prerequisite to evangelisation 

1.1. “Back to basics” is needed in order to provide a stronger knowledge and understanding of our faith. Mission and 
evangelisation can then follow. Short, easy-to-access courses have been excellent and need to be provided/promoted 
further. 

1.2. We must equip ourselves to be “mature Christians” via the depth of knowledge of our faith. 

1.3. In many people’s life of faith “there is little or no formal or informal catechesis - and/or in many cases, contact with 
the Church - between the time of confirmation as a teenager and the birth of their first child and beyond”. 

1.4. Sycamore, Alpha etc courses will have significant participation if they are well structured and accessible.  If 
undertaken outside the church building (whether or not as an ecumenical endeavour) these can have the potential 
benefit of being an outreach/evangelising tool. 

1.5. Short face-to-face or Zoom/Teams courses can help build formation in the parish – especially amongst ‘cradle 
Catholics’. 

2. The perception/reality that the church excludes 

2.1. The view was expressed that the Church is seen to exclude - for example - the “divorced and remarried”; the LGBT 
community; (I) because of (real or perceived) public/private statements by the Church and its members/clergy; and/or 
(2) the position regarding admittance to Holy Communion of the divorced and remarried and others outside of “regular 
unions”.  There was a suggestion that this is no less an issue in our parish [and may be more of an issue] – “homilies are 
condemnatory – all about sin - and out of balance”.  “Specific reference is needed to LGBT / disability awareness / the 
divorced /excluded minorities – and engaging in the big issues of the day such as climate change”. 

2.2. Others held the view: (i) that clergy cannot possibly be expected to maintain/teach anything other than the true 
doctrine/position of the church; (ii) that there is no evidence of “exclusion” in a true sense (it is about individual exercise 
of lifestyle choice vis-a-vis Church teaching). 

2.3. “How do we truly walk with the marginalised and excluded”.  This needs prayer, organisation and commitment. 

2.4. There is a perception from outside that the Church and its members judge people. “Never, ever, ever label people”. 
Think instead about how we bring people into the Church. 

2.5. For people without an ongoing relationship with the Church, coming back can be daunting.  “Provide a space to talk 
about how the Church ministers to minority/excluded/ ‘un-churched’ groups outside of the liturgy”. 
2.6. We should prioritise the evangelisation and catechesis of the young people in our midst.  “Evangelise the young. 
Believe in the young. They may hear the Holy Spirit”. 
2.7. Ecumenical activity is not as whole-hearted amongst Catholics as it should be. “We have more in common with non-
Catholic [ecclesial] communities than divides us”. 
2.8. “Homilies can appear to rebuke – which Christ never did”. Can we get a better balance between ‘rules’ and 
‘mercy’(?).  People want their priests to be “on the ground floor” with them – provide spiritual food for thought, rooted 
in the realities of life. 

Synodal process parish summary  
part 1  

Baptism 
 

Welcome to 

Lyra Jude 

who was baptized at  

St Thomas’s last weekend. 

 

 

Departed 
 

Please pray for the soul of  

Margaret Reid 

who has recently departed. 


