
Please remember the sick  
who have been  
commended to  

our prayers, especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann  
Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane 
Tabor, Frank Haggarty, Ken 
Holmes, Mary Scott , Barry 
McGirr and all in care and 

nursing homes  

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer for All  

The Faithful Departed. 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual 

light  
shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace.  
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Latin 

Antiphons 
 

Entrance:  Cantate Domino 
canticum novum, cantate 
Domino, omnis 
terra.  Confessio et 
pulchritudo in conspectu 
eius, sanctitas et 
magnificentia in 
sanctificatione eius. 

Communion:  Ego sum lux 
mundi, dicit Dominus; qui 
sequitur me, non ambulat 
in tenebris, sed habebit 
lumen vitæ. 
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SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY   THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  Donor’s Intention  

 9:15am    People of the Parish  

 11:15am    Teresa and Michelle Jones & family  

 6:00pm    Good health of Mary Scott 

  9:30am  Otford  Anne Knight (Birthday) 

 9:30am  Borough Green Our Priests 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Patrick Bunton RIP 

Monday 24th  S Francis de Sales, BD  

 8:00am    Fr Joe Andradi 

Tuesday 25th The CONVERSION of S PAUL the APOSTLE  

 9:30am    Good estate of Jim & Mary Hardiman 

Wednesday 26th  SS Timothy & Titus, BB 

 8:00am    Dec’d members of the Andradi-Brown family  

 10:00am  Otford  Dolores O’Gorman - recovery from COVID 

Thursday 27th Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green Donor’s Intention  

 12:00noon   All ill and suffering 

Friday 28th  S Thomas Aquinas, Pr D  

 8:00am    Ronald Hewett RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown David Bunton RIP 

Saturday 29th  of Our Lady 

 9:30am    June Hicks RIP (9th Anniversary) 

SUNDAY 30th JANUARY   FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Donor’s Intention 

 8:00am (Latin)  Bill Sherratt RIP (anniversary)  

 9:15am    William Moore RIP 

 11:15am    George Rizza RIP 

 6:00pm    Douglas Booth RIP  

  9:30am  Otford  Gizela Golda (Birthday) 

 9:30am  Borough Green Holy Souls 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown People of the Parish  

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

The Second Vatican Council gave great impulse to the rediscovery of the Word of God, thanks to its Dogmatic 

Constitution Dei Verbum, a document that deserves to be read and appropriated ever anew.  The Constitution 

clearly expounds the nature of sacred Scripture, its transmission from generation to generation, its divine 

inspiration embracing the Old and New Testaments, and the importance of Scripture for the life of the Church.  

To advance this teaching, Pope Benedict XVI convoked an Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in 2008 on “The 

Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church”, and then issued the Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini, 

whose teaching remains fundamental for our communities.  That document emphasizes in particular the 

performative character of the Word of God, especially in the context of the liturgy, in which its distinctively 

sacramental character comes to the fore.  It is fitting, then that the life of our people be constantly marked by 

this decisive relationship with the living word that the Lord never tires of speaking to his Bride, that she may 

grow in love and faithful witness.  

 

3. Consequently, I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, 

study and dissemination of the word of God.  This Sunday of the Word of God will thus be a fitting part of that 

time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for 

Christian unity.  This is more than a temporal coincidence: the celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God 

has ecumenical value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the path to authentic and firm unity.  

The various communities will find their own ways to mark this Sunday with a certain solemnity.  It is 

important, however, that in the Eucharistic celebration the sacred text be enthroned, in order to focus the 

attention of the assembly on the normative value of God’s word.  ….. 

 

4. The return of the people of Israel to their homeland after the Babylonian exile was marked by the public 

reading of the book of the Law.  In the book of Nehemiah, the Bible gives us a moving description of that 

moment.  The people assembled in Jerusalem, in the square before the Water Gate, to listen to the Law.  They 

had been scattered in exile, but now they found themselves gathered “as one” around the sacred Scripture 

(Neh 8:1).  The people lent “attentive ears” (Neh 8:3) to the reading of the sacred book, realizing that in its 

words they would discover the meaning of their lived experience.  The reaction to the proclamation of was 

one of great emotion and tears: “[The Levites] read from the book, from the law of God, clearly; and they gave the 

sense, so that the people understood the reading.  And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 

scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 

mourn or weep’.  For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your 

way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy 

to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength’” (Neh 8:8-10).  These words contain a 

great teaching.  The Bible cannot be just the heritage of some, much less a collection of books for the benefit of 

a privileged few.  It belongs above all to those called to hear its message and to recognize themselves in its 

words.  At times, there can be a tendency to monopolize the sacred text by restricting it to certain circles or to 

select groups.  It cannot be that way.  The Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move 

from dispersion and division towards unity.  The word of God unites believers and makes them one people.  

Pope Francis Aperuit Illis 2019 
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