
Please remember the sick  
who have been commended to  

our prayers, especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven 
and Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor 

and all in old people’s 
homes. 

 

 
 

Prayer for All  
The Faithful Departed. 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light  

shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  
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Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance:  Gaudete in 
Domino semper: iterum dico, 
gaudete.  Dominus enim 
prope est. 

 

Communion:  Dicite: 
Pusillanimes, confortamini et 
nolite timere: ecce Deus 
noster veniet et salvabit nos. 
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SUNDAY  12th DECEMBER  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Thomas Healey RIP (Birthday) 

 8:00am (Latin)   Kenneth D’Souza RIP 

 9:15am    Fr John Slater RIP  

 11:15am    Winifride Matthews RIP (Anniversary) 

 6:00pm    Patrick Curren RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   James Farrell RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Chin Kimee Ayoung-Chee RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  People of the Parish  

Monday 13th S Lucy, V M 

 8:00am    Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

Tuesday 14th S John of the Cross, Pr D  

 9:30am    Anne Alexander RIP 
 

Wednesday 15th    Feria 

 8:00am    Hector Serpes RIP  

 10:00am  Otford   Marie Lourdes Radegonde RIP 

Thursday 16th Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green  Archie Payne RIP 

 12:00noon    Joyce Alberta Anyaegbunam RIP 

Friday 17th  Feria 

 8:00am    David & Colleen Lockyer & their children 

 9:30am    Mattie & Sheila Brennan RIP (Anniversary) 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Michael Wilson RIP & bereaved family 

Saturday 18th   Feria 

 9:30am     Marie Lourdes Radegonde RIP 

SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   John Perkins RIP (Anniversary) 

 8:00am (Latin)   In thanksgiving from Slattery family 

 9:15am    In thanksgiving from Mercado family  

 11:15am    Antonette Quadir-Ali RIP (Birthday 

 6:00pm    Fr Robert Ellis RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   People of the Parish 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Norman Kerrigan RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Placid Berrett & Pattie Pluck RIP  

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

 

Confession seems to have become the awkward family secret within the Catholic Church. Deep down, we know 
that it is a sacrament of the Church that God wants us to have, and, we know that it ought to be a part of our lives; 
and yet, somehow, for many, it has just dropped out of the experience of faith. 
 

Advent is a traditional time for us, once more, to make a visit to the Sacrament of Confession, or Reconciliation. 
Almost by definition this sacrament opens our hearts to receive God, and that is exactly what this liturgical season 
is about. To that end, you will find, at the back of the Church today, a new booklet giving the reasons - Why I 
should go to Confession? It succinctly explains the reasons for this sacrament, followed by an explanation of how 
to make an examination of conscience and get the most out of this encounter with the mercy of Jesus Christ. What 
follows is a short extract… 
 
 

Why should I go to confession? 
 

Because God asks you to…  
 

In the letter of St. James the Bible teaches: Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects (James 5.16). In the end, the 
main reason for going to confession comes down to our being obedient in love to God; knowing that He never asks 
us to do anything which is not in our (eternal) best interest. 
 

Because your soul needs it… 
 

If sin is a choice to reject God, then the decision to confess my sin is the opposite: it means I am rejecting sin and 
embracing God once more. The more I go to confession, the more I am inviting the life of God to come into my 
soul. 
 

Because a spiritual ‘check-up’ saves lives… 
 

By making a regular examination of conscience and visit to the sacrament of reconciliation, we are showing our 
goodwill to God, by giving Him - through the Church - the space to direct us to any place in our lives where our 
conscience may have become misinformed by “negative influences”. If we are doing this, then we can be sure that 
whatever our level of formation, we at least have an openness to doing God’s will. 
 

To be a moral being - which all human beings are - is a weighty matter. Unlike the animals, we bear responsibility 
for the choices we make, and they have eternal consequences. Entrusting our souls to the care of a confessor is a 
way of sharing that burden. 
 

Because it is good to talk… 
 

As human beings we are spiritual and physical. It is not enough for us simply to believe that we are forgiven - we 
need to hear it so we can really know it. Furthermore, it is not good for us to merely interiorly, vaguely say that we 
are sorry; as human beings our hearts, minds and wills are shaped through forming our interior experience in 
language that can be expressed in words. The very act of putting into words the things for which we are sorry, and 
saying those words to another person present to me, brings about conversion to God. 
 
 

If you have not been to confession in a while, please take away a copy of Why I should go to Confession and read 
through it. Please God, you will receive the grace to return to this important encounter with Mercy.  
 
If, however, having read through the reasons and the guide, you decide that you are still going to stay away from 
Confession, can I encourage you to write to me, and let me know why? Priests exist to reconcile human beings with 
God. If the faithful are choosing to stay away from the Sacrament of Reconciliation, as priests we really do need to 
know why. Oftentimes we are left guessing, but it would be really valuable to hear your experience. 
 
You can write to me (anonymously if you wish) at the presbytery, or by leaving a comment on the most recent 
page of lonelycurate.com.  

Fr Peter 

Why I should go to Confession,   
this Christmas 

http://lonelycurate.com

