
Please remember the sick  
who have been commended to  

our prayers, especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven 
and Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor 

and all in old people’s 
homes. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Prayer for All  

The Faithful Departed. 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light  

shine upon them.  

8 

 

Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance:  Populus Sion, ecce 
Dominus veniet ad salvandas 
gentes; et auditam faciet 
Dominus gloriam vocis suæ in 
lætitia cordis vestri. 

 

Communion:  Ierusalem, 
surge et sta in excelso, et vide 
iucunditatem, quæ veniet tibi 
a Deo tuo. 
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SUNDAY  5th DECEMBER   SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Good intentions of donor’s family 

 8:00am (Latin)   People of the Parish  

 9:15am    Amy’s Intentions & her family  

 11:15am    Dec’d members of the Jones & Sausman RIP 

 6:00pm    Edward Michael Hibling RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Kenneth Essex RIP  

 9:30am  Borough Green  UCM Intention 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Canon John Bailey RIP in loving memory 

Monday 6th S Lucy, V M 

 8:00am    Canon Philip Donnelly RIP 

Tuesday 7th S John of the Cross, Pr D  

 9:30am    In thanksgiving 
 

Wednesday 8th    Feria 

 8:00am    Well-being of James McGuigan  

 10:00am  Otford   Gwen and all the family 

Thursday 9th Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green  Kay Mangan RIP  

 12:00noon    Heather Murray RIP 

Friday 10rth  Feria 

 8:00am    Joyce Alberta Anyaegbunam RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy  Souls 

Saturday 11th   Feria 

 9:30am     Fr Joseph Phillips 

SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Thomas Healey RIP (Birthday) 

 8:00am (Latin)   Kenneth D’Souza RIP 

 9:15am    Fr John Slater RIP  

 11:15am    Winifride Matthews RIP (Anniversary) 

 6:00pm    Patrick Curren RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   James Farrell RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Chin Kimee Ayoung-Chee RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  People of the Parish  

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

Migrants’ death 

Following the tragic death of at least 27 migrants in the Channel – the worst-ever migrant tragedy in that body of 

water – Cardinal Vincent Nichols said: 

“The terrible loss of so many lives in the Channel is a tragic summons to action.  This event illustrates graphically 

both the ruthless evil of the traffickers and the desperation of those trying to escape poverty, conflict or 

persecution in search of a better life. 

 

Every one is a child of God, with an innate dignity and worth.  Focussed international cooperation, safe routes to 

sanctuary and joint efforts to tackle poverty are all needed in the face of a global flood of desperate humanity.” 

 

Bishop Paul McAleenan, Lead Bishop for Migrants and Refugees, also commentated on the tragedy: 

“Everyone knew refugees were crossing the Channel in unseaworthy craft.  It happened yesterday and the day 

before and in increasing numbers in recent weeks.  It will happen again tomorrow and will continue unless 

determined concerted action is taken immediately.  Concern for and a desire to protect refugees from life-

threatening danger is our duty at all times, not only when a tragedy occurs. 

 

Yesterday’s loss of life is a reminder of the desperation of those who are willing to risk everything as they seek a 

better life in a desire to escape appalling experiences and circumstances.  A remedy needs to be found immediately 

to prevent more tragedies and, at the same time, address the underlying causes which force refugees to flee their 

homeland, war, poverty, persecution and climate change need to recognised and addressed.  The depth and 

sincerity of belief in the value and sanctity of every human life will be seen in the response to what happened.  May 

those who perished rest in peace.” 

 

On Saturday 25th September, the day before the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Bishop Paul McAleenan led a 

service of reflection and prayer on the seafront in Dover.  The group gathered to pray at the Migrants Memorial on 

the front that was installed in memory of those who have lost their lives seeking sanctuary in the UK. 

 

‘Assisted killing’ 

Politicians in Jersey have voted in favour of the proposition of legalising assisted suicide in the States of Jersey.  On 

25th November 2021, 36 voted in favour, 10 against with three absent.  There will be further debate in 2022 and a 

draft law could be voted on in 2023. 

 

In reaction to this ‘in principle’ decision, the Bishop of Portsmouth, the Right Rev’d Philip Egan, said: 

“I was shocked and saddened by the results of the vote on euthanasia and assisted suicide in Jersey.  It 

demonstrates a woeful lack of interest in protecting the most vulnerable people in our society.  If passed, it would 

also change fundamentally the role of doctors and medical staff. 

 

However, this is only the first step in the process of legalising ‘assisted suicide’; as such, we will continue to 

scrutinise and challenge any proposed legislation in the months ahead. 

 

The Catholic Church is clear that we can never assist in taking the life of another, even if they request it.  Killing 

people and committing suicide is against God’s law.  All human life is a gift to be safeguarded from conception until 

natural death, and we reiterate our call for continuing investment in high quality palliative care, in order to 

preserve the dignity of some of our most vulnerable, at such difficult moments in their lives.” 

RECENT statement 
BY THE BISHOPS 

Departed 

Please pray for the souls of  

 

Anne Hobbs 

Alan Edwards 

Evelyn Wyeth 

 

who have recently departed. 

https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/

