
 

Please remember the sick  
who have been commended to  

our prayers, especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven and 
Lilian Spragg and all in old people’s 

homes. 

 
Baptism 

 

Welcome to 

George Cochrane 
 

who was baptised at St Thomas’s 
last Sunday 

& 
Arthur Finnegan 

who was baptised at  
St Bernadette’s 

Last Sunday 

 
 

Prayer for All  
The Faithful Departed. 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light  

shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  
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Latin Antiphons 

Entrance:  Ego clamavi, quoniam 
exaudisti me, Deus; inclina aurem 
tuam, et exaudi verba 
mea.  Custodi me, Domine, ut 
pupillam oculi, sub umbra alarum 
tuarum protege me. 

 

Communion:  Filius hominis venit, 
ut daret animam suam 
redemptionem pro multis. 
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SUNDAY 17th OCTOBER  TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY (B) 

 6:00pm(Sat)    Barry Burnes RIP (3rd Anniversary) 

 8:00am(Latin)   Cyril Waite RIP (Birthday) 

 9:15am     Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

 11:15am    Bernard Page RIP 

 6:00pm    A swift end to the pandemic 

  9:30am  Otford   People of the Parish 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Archbishop Michael Bowen RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Donal McCormack 

Monday 18th  S LUKE, Ev  

 8:00am     Private Intention 

Tuesday 19th  Feria  

 9:30am     Welfare of Brandon Lewis  
       and politicians and all people of 
       Northern Ireland 
 

Wednesday 20th  Feria  

 8:00am     People of Afghanistan  

 10:00am  Otford   Wellbeing of Gomoluch family  

Thursday 21st   Feria (CONSECRATION ANNIV St BERNADETTE’S)  

 10:00am  Borough Green  Archbishop Michael Bowen RIP 

 12:00noon    Sally Jackson RIP & her children  

Friday 22nd   S John Paul II, P  

 8:00am     Lockyer and Conroy family RIP 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Saturday 23rd   of Our Lady 

 9:30am     Angela Zilkova RIP (1st Anniversary) 

SUNDAY 24th OCTOBER  THIRTIETH SUNDAY (B) 

 6:00pm(Sat)    All migrants & especially the  

       migrants from Belarus 

 8:00am(Latin)   Evangelization of the World 

 9:15am     Mgr O’Brien RIP 

 11:15am    Daniel Doherty RIP 

 6:00pm    People of the Parish 

  9:30am  Otford   Marie Authers RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Canon Richard Hearn RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

As you may have read, the Holy Father has set in motion a process of worldwide consultation leading towards the 
Synod of Bishops in 2023.  ‘Synod’ comes from two Greek words meaning ‘walking together’.  All the Baptized are 
invited to contribute on three main themes: Communion, Participation, and Mission.  Documents from the Synod 
Office in Rome can be found at https://www.synod.va/en.html.  

First there is a diocesan phase, followed by a national and regional phase, feeding into the Synod in Rome.  The 
Archbishop will be one of the Bishops’ Conference delegates at the Synod in Rome. 

The Archbishop is calling us to participate in the first phase.  The Archbishop has stressed that this is not a 
democratization of the Church or a referendum on Church teaching, but getting at the nub of being missionary.   

Each parish is asked to nominate two delegates to organise opportunities for listening and discernment in the 
parish; this will feed into the diocesan discernment.  I am pleased to say that David Cooper, co-ordinator of our new 
Evangelization Team, and Bill Farren, representing the ‘outstations’, have agreed to be our two delegates.  No 
doubt someone will complain that they are both men, but it is impossible to represent four churches and all the 
different types of parishioner in just two people.  Our own Ingrid La Trobe is one of the diocesan contacts for the 
Synod.   

The ‘local phase’ (ie the parish phase) will run from now until 19th November.  During this period we shall be 
holding meetings.  So we can assess how many meetings we shall need, please email Magda 
(sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk) or phone her (01732 454177) by Friday to indicate you plan to attend; we will 
publicise the dates and times next weekend.  Parish groups may wish to hold their own meetings before the 
general parish meetings.  There will also be a Synod ‘portal’ on the new diocesan website. 

The Synod poses the following fundamental question: 
A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, ‘journeys together.’  How is this ‘journeying together’ happening 
today in your local Church?  What steps does the       Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our ‘journeying 
together’? 

There are then a number of questions under the three headings of Communion, Participation, and Mission.  The 
key questions, which will form the basis of the parish meetings, are: 

Communion: Christ is present as the head united to his body (Ephesians 1:22-23) in our parishes and 
communities.  How is this reflected in your parish/community life?  

Participation: How can we better enable full participation and co-responsibility in the life of the Church at the 
parish and diocesan levels? 

Mission: How does the life of the parish, in terms of catechesis, adult formation, liturgy etc aid in the formation of 
parishioners as missionary disciples? 

The Archbishop writes: 

Please do all you can to support this process as we ‘journey together’, respectfully hearing and exploring 
how the perennial teaching of the Church can be applied and lived today.  As Pope Francis reminds us: 
“what is under discussion at synodal gatherings are not the traditional truths of Christian doctrine.  The 
Synod is concerned mainly with how teaching can be lived and applied in the changing contexts of our 
time.” 

Fr David    ___________________________________ 

     The Archbishop has stressed that this is  
     not a democratization of the Church 
     or a referendum on Church teaching,  
     but getting at the nub of being missionary.   
     ___________________________________ 

 

the synodal process in the  
archdiocese of Southwark 
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