
 

Please remember the sick  
who have been commended to  

our prayers, especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven and 
Lilian Spragg.  

 
Baptism 

 

Welcome to 

Samuel John Henry Whitney 
 

who was baptised at St Thomas’s 
last Saturday 

 
 

Prayer for All  
The Faithful Departed. 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light  

shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  
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Latin Antiphons 

Entrance: 

Si iniquitates observaveris, Domine, 
Domine, quis sustinebit?  Quia 
apud to propitiatio est, Deus Israel. 

 

Communion: 

Divites eguerunt et esurierunt; 
quarentes autem Dominum non 
minuentur omni bono. 
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Please do take  

a copy of this newsletter home with you each week. 

SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER  TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY (B) 

 6:00pm(Sat)    Private Intention 

 8:00am(Latin)   Fr David and Fr Peter 

 9:15am     Cleta & Timothy Andradi RIP 

 11:15am    Private Intention 

 6:00pm    Deacon Christopher Cassidy RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   All ill Parishioners 

 9:30am  Borough Green  The children's cancer  charity  

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  People of the Parish 

Monday 11th  S John XXIII, P 

 8:00am     Welfare of the Fleming family 

Tuesday 12th  Feria  

 9:30am     Archbishop Cyril Cowderoy RIP 

Wednesday 13th  S EDWARD the CONFESSOR, King   

 8:00am     Bridget Alexander RIP  

 10:00am  Otford   Prisoners & their families  

Thursday 14th   Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green  Holy Souls 

 12:00noon    Bożenna Jolanta Bryl RIP  

Friday 15th   S Teresa of Jesus, V D  

 8:00am     People of Afghanistan 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Saturday 16th   of Our Lady 

 9:30am     Elizabeth Tarrant RIP and her family 

SUNDAY 17th OCTOBER  TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY (B) 

 6:00pm(Sat)    Barry Burnes RIP (3rd Anniversary) 

 8:00am(Latin)   Cyril Waite RIP (Birthday) 

 9:15am     Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

 11:15am    Bernard Page RIP 

 6:00pm    A swift end to the pandemic 

  9:30am  Otford   People of the Parish 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Archbishop Michael Bowen RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Doral McCormack 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

It seems a little strange, having been here in Sevenoaks for over three months, to be penning an introduction to 

myself to the parish; but since we have only just re-introduced the ‘long-form’ newsletter, now seemed an 

appropriate moment to puts some words together. 

 

As many of you have, by now, discovered, I hail from the opposite corner of the country to this one, having grown 

up in sunny (although, in my experience, oftener soggy) Cornwall. I am the eldest of three children, and the son of a 

farming family - I am almost tempted to say ‘dynasty’, since Littletons can be traced back 400 as occupants of the 

farm where my parents still live (in semi-retirement). My religious experience growing up was somewhat mixed. As 

a child I was quite heavily involved - through my mother - in a local, evangelical protestant Church, and an attendee 

of many of its very active youth programmes. However, my Father has never, in my lifetime, been any sort of 

Churchgoer, apart from the usual big occasions. 

 

As a teenager, I drifted away from my faith, but at University I experienced a conversion. I had been having a very 

difficult time with transitioning to life away from home and to my studies. There, in the midst of a mini-crisis, I 

rediscovered my need for God. Two years later, my degree (Law with German) took me overseas, to spend a year 

living in Bayreuth, in northern Bavaria. In Bayreuth, for the first time I encountered the Catholic Faith, and, through 

a series of quite unpredictable events and sudden life decisions, I converted to Catholicism. I believe in my first 

conversion I realised I needed God - perhaps not, especially wanting Him; through my conversion in Germany, I 

began to actively love Him, maybe for the first time. 

 

My conversion to Catholicism brought about big changes in my life. Firstly, I began, with the aid of the Church’s 

spiritual tradition, to grow much deeper in my relationship with Jesus Christ. Secondly, it caused a big turnaround in 

my life-plans. I had gone to University with a view to becoming a lawyer, with a medium term plan to move into 

politics and become an M.P. … and then become Prime Minister. At this time, though, Our Lord showed me that 

this was not a plan that would lead to happiness, and that I needed to let it go. Much to my own astonishment, I 

found myself saying ‘yes’, which, of course, led to the question - well if not that, then what? 

 

I very quickly found myself discerning a vocation to the priesthood. Perhaps the key moment for me was walking 

home from University (back in England now, in Birmingham), and I was praying; and as I did so, I realised that the 

Lord had come to occupy such a place in my heart that if I were to marry, I would have to step back from Him, in 

some way. That part of my heart which I would give to a wife, I had - almost without noticing it - given to Jesus 

Christ. From that day on I never really doubted that He was 

calling me to consecrate myself to Him in the priesthood; and, 

while I have often kicked against the goads (cf. Acts 26.14), I 

never really doubted He would have His way in the end. 

 

Through a circuitous route I ended up training for the 

Archdiocese of Southwark, and was ordained to the Diaconate 

in December 2016. I served for just under a year as Deacon in 

Sidcup, and then at Wandsworth East Hill. After ordination to 

the priesthood in July 2019, I was appointed assistant priest in 

Tooting Bec, and now, after a brief stint in Wandsworth West 

Hill, I am pleased to serve you as assistant priest in Sevenoaks 

(and surrounding communities). 

Fr Peter 

A ‘hello’ from Fr. Peter 
  




